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After this, she abode with the four queens, till they arose and entered the palace, where she found the candles lit and ranged in candlesticks of gold
and silver and censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled with aloes-wood and ambergris, and there were the kings of the Jinn sitting. So she saluted
them, kissing the earth before them and doing them worship; and they rejoiced in her and in her sight. Then she ascended [the estrade] and sat
down upon her chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and [other] the kings of the Jinn sat on chairs, and they
brought tables of choice, spread with all manner meats befitting kings. They ate their fill; after which the tables were removed and they washed
their hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they brought the wine-service and set on bowls and cups and flagons and hanaps of gold and silver
and beakers of crystal and gold; and they poured out the wines and filled the flagons..Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green, ii. 242..Wasteful
Son, The Rich Man and his, i. 252..114. El Abbas and the King's Daughter of Baghdad dcccclxvi.34. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er
Reshid and his Vizier Jaafer ccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without fail, to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of
thee!.When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept and lamented. Then she slept awhile and presently
awaking, said, "O elder, hast thou what we may eat?" "O my lady," answered the old man, "there is the rest of the food;" but she said, "I will not eat
of a thing I have left. Go down to the market and fetch us what we may eat." Quoth he, "Excuse me, O my lady; I cannot stand up, for that I am
overcome with wine; but with me is the servant of the mosque, who is a sharp youth and an intelligent. I will call him, so he may buy thee that
which thou desirest." "Whence hast thou this servant?" asked she; and he replied, "He is of the people of Damascus." When she heard him speak of
the people of Damascus, she gave a sob, that she swooned away; and when she came to herself, she said, "Woe's me for the people of Damascus
and for those who are therein! Call him, O elder, that he may do our occasions.".? ? ? ? ? k. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dccccvii.? ? ? ? ? c.
The Jewish Physician's Story xxviii.When the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and bring
him what he may work at. If he tell truth, I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles and clapping
them on Selim's legs, imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him of what tools he
needed to work withal. Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning, brought him all he
needed. So Selim sat and wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst the
latter fed him not but half his fill..Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii. 86..Presently, the mother of the two boys,
finding that they tarried from her, went searching for them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their
fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.' When they heard her words, they said, 'This is the description of the two boys who were
drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons! Where was the
eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?' Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I
am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech,
he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine
own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said,
'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light upon news of them!' And he betook himself to going round about the sea, in quest of them, but
found them not.."O father mine," answered the prince, "I have heard tell that in the land of Irak is a woman of the daughters of the kings, and her
father is called King Ins ben Cais, lord of Baghdad; she is renowned for beauty and grace and brightness and perfection, and indeed many folk have
sought her in marriage of the kings; but her soul consented not unto any one of them. Wherefore I am minded to travel to her, for that my heart
cleaveth unto her, and I beseech thee suffer me to go to her." "O my son," answered his father, "thou knowest that I have none other than thyself of
children and thou art the solace of mine eyes and the fruit of mine entrails; nay, I cannot brook to be parted from thee an instant and I purpose to set
thee on the throne of the kingship and marry thee to one of the daughters of the kings, who shall be fairer than she." El Abbas gave ear to his
father's word and dared not gainsay him; so he abode with him awhile, whilst the fire raged in his entrails..101. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali
of Cairo dcclxvi.? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and sev'rance I'm become Even as was
Bishr (85) of old time with Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.? ? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to boot, he brought and caskets full of pearls And priceless rubies
and the like of costly gems and bright;.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story i.? ? ? ? ? I fear me for my body from sickness and unrest, Lest of the
fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and slain..6. Story of the Hunchback xxv.? ? ? ? ? Whose subtleness might well infect the understanding folk; And
secrets didst thou, in thy cheer, to us communicate..161. King Jelyaad of Hind and his Vizier Shimas: whereafter ensueth the History of King Wird
Khan son of King Jelyaad and his Women and Viziers dcccxciz.Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she had learnt from the
Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy; after which she improvised and
sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? But now unto me of my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer And those whom I cherish my soul with the
wine of contentment regale..? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to
fair..When the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him not to lie and that nought would avail him but
truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide it, though his day be prolonged. By
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Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and overmastering desire and the affliction written
upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and
said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay
thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the
false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".The old woman received the alms from her and
carrying it to Selim, took part thereof herself and with the rest bought him an old shirt, in which she clad him, after she had stripped him of that he
had on. Then she threw away the gown she had taken from off him and arising forthright, washed his body of that which was thereon of filth and
scented him with somewhat of perfume. Moreover, she bought him chickens and made him broth; so he ate and his life returned to him and he
abode with her on the most solaceful of life till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? How many a friend, for money's sake, hath companied with me!.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.Trust in God, Of, 114..?Story of the Unlucky Merchant..When King El Aziz heard the damsel's song,
her speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary with long versifying, and indeed they
make us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly with the
excellence of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to
enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised
the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the
Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other] instruments of music, clave to their
houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).When the evening evened, the king sent after the vizier and when he presented himself before him, he
required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O illustrious lord, that."O Shehrzad," quoth
Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story that thy friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story of a king whom I knew; but fain would I hear that which
betided the people of this city and what they said of the affair of the king, so I may return from that wherein I was." "With all my heart," answered
Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence and exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard that the
king had put away from him his custom and returned from that which had been his wont, they rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and offered up
prayers for him. Then they talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls, and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are
the fingers of the hand alike.'".? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was
edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth
Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by the two learned Editors, who were
responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a volume and
the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not,
however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of
my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition,
which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain
Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation
and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest thanks..Calcutta (1814-18) Text..? ? ? ? ? Midmost the watches of the night I see thee, in a
dream; A lying dream, for he I love my love doth not repay..57. Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.To return
to El Abbas, when he alighted from his charger, he put off his harness of war and rested awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk
and a gown of green damask and donning them, covered himself with a turban of Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he
went out a-walking in the thoroughfares of Baghdad and fared on till he came to the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with
chess before him; so he stood watching him and presently the other looked up at him and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the
game?" And he answered, "Be it thine to decide." "Then be it a hundred dinars," said the merchant, and El Abbas consented to him, whereupon
quoth he, "O youth, produce the money, so the game may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas brought out a satin purse, wherein were a thousand
dinars, and laid down an hundred dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled for joy,
whenas he saw the gold in El Abbas his possession..?Story of the Merchant and His Sons..? ? ? ? ? O thou with love of whom I'm smitten, yet
content, I prithee come to me and hasten to my side..115. The Malice of Women dcccclxxix.101. The Mad Lover ccccxi.So he said to her, 'Do thou
excuse me, for my servant hath locked the door, and who shall open to us?' Quoth she, 'O my lord, the padlock is worth [but] half a score dirhems.'
So saying, she tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they were crystal and taking a stone, smote upon the padlock and broke it. Then she
opened the door and said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered, committing his affair to God, (to whom belong might and majesty,) and she
entered after him and locked the door from within. They found themselves in a pleasant house, comprising all (262) weal and gladness; and the
young man went on, till he came to the sitting-chamber, and behold, it was furnished with the finest of furniture [and arrayed on the goodliest wise
for the reception of guests,] as hath before been set out, [for that it was the house of the man aforesaid]..95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the
Roc cccciv.So Aamir took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when
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they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my
water-skin, for that I am a stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from
El Akil's camp." Then they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of
the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil,"
answered Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is
thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend and I.".Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the pit, the lion came
scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth; but, as often as he showed his head, they pelted him with stones, till they beat him down and
he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him and saw the boy wounded; after which he went to the cabinet,
where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that which was therein of clothes and what not else,
and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he took up the boy and bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to
their dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he grew up with them, but acquainted them not with his affair; and indeed, when they
questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was little, when they let him down into the pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech
and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to son and abode rearing him with him [and instructing him] in hunting and riding
on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a champion, going forth with the folk to the chase and to the stopping of the way..33.
Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.28. Hatim Tai; his Generosity after Death dxxxi.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad
the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? The folk witness bear of my worth and none can my virtues deny..93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.? ? ? ? ?
y. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dcv.Issues of Good and Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (163).? ? ?
? ? Thou layst on me a load too great to bear, and thus thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..So Iblis drank off his
cup, and when he had made an end of his draught, he waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was upon him of clothes, delivered
them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of money. Then he filled again and
gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there was before him a tray of
roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these roses.' Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the following verses:.So he did this,
and when it was night, he covered the pit with a light covering, so that, whenas the vizier stepped upon it, it would give way with him. Then he sent
to him and summoned him to the presence in the king's name, and the messenger bade him enter by the privy door. So he entered in thereat, alone,
and when he stepped upon the covering of the pit, it gave way with him and he fell to the bottom; whereupon the king's brother fell to pelting him
with stones. When the vizier saw what had betided him, he gave himself up for lost; so he stirred not and lay still. The prince, seeing him make no
motion, [deemed him dead]; so he took him forth and wrapping him up in his clothes, cast him into the billows of the sea in the middle of the night.
When the vizier felt the water, he awoke from the swoon and swam awhile, till a ship passed by him, whereupon he cried out to the sailors and they
took him up..When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!"
Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice
and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play
upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and
confusion and said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".Then she drank three cups and filling the old
man other three, sang the following verses:.Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er, i. 49..17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.Next morning,
he again took up the bier and went round with it as before, in quest of alms. Presently, the master of police, who was of those who had given alms
on account of the supposed dead man on the previous day, met him; so he was angered and fell on the porters and beat them and took the
[supposed] dead body, saying, 'I will bury him and earn the reward [of God].' (35) So his men took him up and carrying him to the prefecture,
fetched grave-diggers, who dug him a grave. Then they bought him a shroud and perfumes (36) and fetched an old man of the quarter, to wash him.
So he recited over him [the appointed prayers and portions of the Koran] and laying him on the bench, washed him and shrouded him. After he had
shrouded him, he voided; (37) so he renewed the washing and went away to make his ablutions, (38) whilst all the folk departed, likewise, to make
the [obligatory] ablution, previously to the funeral..Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed
[the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped
him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to
her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know
that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her
alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and
the Tither dcccxcix.Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i. 205.."There was once a king named Bihkerd aed he had wealth galore and many
troops; but his deeds were evil and he would punish for a slight offence and never forgave. He went forth one day to hunt and one of his servants
shot an arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off. Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who shot that arrow?' So the guards brought him in haste the offender,
whose name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on the ground in a swoon. Then said the king, 'Put him to death;' but Yetrou said, 'O King,
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this that hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my knowledge; so do thou pardon me, in the hour of thy power over me, for that clemency is of
the goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this world] a provision and a good work [for which thou shall be requited] one of these days, and a
treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the world to come. Pardon me, therefore, and fend off evil from me, so shall God fend off from thee
evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it pleased him and he pardoned the servant, albeit he had never before pardoned any..?OF THE
ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS..When the king heard his viziers' words, he was exceeding wroth and bade bring the youth, and when
he came in to the king, the viziers all cried out with one voice, saying, "O scant o' grace, thinkest thou to save thyself from slaughter by craft and
guile, that thou beguilest the king with thy talk and hopest pardon for the like of this great crime which thou hast committed?" Then the king bade
fetch the headsman, so he might smite off his head; whereupon each of the viziers fell a-saying, "I will slay him;" and they sprang upon him. Quote
the youth, "O king, consider and ponder these men's eagerness. Is this of envy or no? They would fain make severance between thee and me, so
there may fall to them what they shall plunder, as aforetime." And the king said to him, "Consider their testimony against thee." "O king,"
answered the young man, "how shall they testify of that which they saw not? This is but envy and rancour; and thou, if thou slay me, thou wilt
regret me, and I fear lest there betide thee of repentance that which betided Ilan Shah, by reason of the malice of his viziers." "And what is his
story?" asked Azadbekht. "O king," replied the youth,.Old Woman, the Merchant and the King, The, i. 265..Algates ye are our prey become; this
many a day and night, iii. 6..So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry
thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry me, marry me not but with one who shall be below me in rank and I
nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon me, and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him
as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and acquainted him with that which his daughter had said, whereat he
redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry me not to her of good grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.'
The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a husband.' So he returned to the
king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter and fled with her..? ? ? ? ?
Could they who reproach me but see my sufferings, their hearts would relent; They'd marvel, indeed, at my case and the loss of my loved ones
bewail..There came to a king of the kings, in his old age, a son, who grew up comely, quick-witted and intelligent, and when he came to years of
discretion and became a young man, his father said to him, 'Take this kingdom and govern it in my stead, for I desire to flee [from the world] to
God the Most High and don the gown of wool and give myself up to devotion.' Quoth the prince, 'And I also desire to take refuge with God the
Most High.' And the king said, 'Arise, let us flee forth and make for the mountains and worship in them, for shamefastness before God the Most
High.'.Abou Sabir, Story of, i. 90..92. The Foolish Schoolmaster cccciii.Then she took Tuhfeh under her armpit and flying up, swiftlier than the
blinding lightning, set her down with Kemeriyeh and her company; whereupon she went up to them and accosted them, saying, 'Fear not, no harm
shall betide you; for I am a mortal, like unto you, and I would fain look on you and talk with you and hear your singing.' So they welcomed her and
abode in their place, whilst Jemreh sat down beside them and fell a-snuffing their odours and saying, 'I smell the scent of the Jinn! I wonder
whence [it cometh!'] Then said Wekhimeh to her sister Kemeriyeh, 'Yonder filthy one [smelleth us] and presently she will take to flight; so what is
this remissness concerning her?' (245) Thereupon Kemeriyeh put out a hand, (246) as it were a camel's neck, (247) and dealt Jemreh a buffet on the
head, that made it fly from her body and cast it into the sea. Then said she, 'God is most great!' And they uncovered their faces, whereupon Tuhfeh
knew them and said to them, 'Protection!'.King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..? ? ? ? ? No slaves with me have I nor camels swift of foot,
Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..When the evening evened, the king sent for the vizier to his privy sitting chamber and bade
him [tell] the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. They avouch, O king, that.So he fell to resorting daily to the physician and
committing to memory his sayings and that which he spoke of jargon, till he had gotten a great matter by heart, and all this he studied throughly
and digested it. Then he returned to his wife and said to her, 'I have committed the physician's sayings to memory and have learned his fashion of
muttering and prescribing and applying remedies (19) and have gotten by heart the names of the remedies and of all the diseases, and there abideth
nought [unaccomplished] of thy commandment. What wilt thou have me do now?' Quoth she, 'Leave weaving and open thyself a physician's shop.'
But he answered, 'The people of my city know me and this affair will not profit me, save in a land of strangerhood; so come, let us go out from this
city and get us to a strange land and [there] live.' And she said, 'Do as thou wilt.'.The Sixth Day.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages
and times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who
was wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and
majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long
space of time..Now this letter was written with ultramarine upon the skin of the hog-deer, the which is goodlier than parchment or paper and
inclineth unto yellow, and was to the following effect: 'From the King of Hind, before whom are a thousand elephants and on the battlements of his
palace a thousand jewels, [to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, greeting]. To proceed: (209) we send thee some small matter of presents, which do thou
accept and be to us as a brother and a friend, for that the love of thee aboundeth in our heart and we would have thee to know that we look to thee
for an answer. Indeed, we are sharers with thee in love and fear, ceasing (210) never to do thee honour; and for a beginning, we send thee the Book
of the Quintessence of Balms and a present after the measure of that which is fallen to our lot. Indeed, this is unworthy of thy rank, but we beseech
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thee, O brother, to favour us by accepting it, and peace be on thee!'.69. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife dcliv.? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are
our prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly of God we've craved to be vouchsafed your sight..29. The City of Irem cclxxvi.Then
said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned thee of him, what saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to him, "This is the son of a
nurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up; so I brought him, that he might be servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.'
And she charged him to be instant in the service of the prince. As for the king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and appointed the youth a
liberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and coming out therefrom and standing in his service, and every day he grew in favour
with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand a-watch for him at the windows and balconies and gaze upon him, and she on coals of fire
on his account, yet could she not speak..Now there was in the camp a wise woman, (11) and she questioned him of the new-born child, if it was
male or female. Quoth he, 'It is a girl;' and she said, 'She shall do whoredom with a hundred men and a journeyman shall marry her and a spider
shall slay her.' When the journeyman heard this, he returned upon his steps and going in to the woman, took the child from her by wile and slit its
paunch. Then he fled forth into the desert at a venture and abode in strangerhood what [while] God willed..They tell that Haroun er Reshid was
sitting one day to do away grievances, when there came up to him a woman and said to him, "O Commander of the Faithful, may God accomplish
thine affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee and increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85) and wrought
equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were present with him, "Know ye what this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they answered,
"Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O Commander of the Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this an
imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!' she hath taken it from the saying of the poet, 'When an affair is
accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation, whenas it is said, "It is accomplished."' As for her saying 'God cause thee rejoice
in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they rejoiced in that which they were given, we
took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for her saying, 'God increase thee in elevation!' she took it from the saying of the poet,
'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he falleth.' And as for her saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,'
it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind or turn aside, verily, God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for
the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).Presently she felt a breath upon her face; whereupon she awoke and found Queen
Kemeriyeh kissing her, and with her her three sisters, Queen Jemreh, Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed their hands
and rejoiced in them with the utmost joy and they abode, she and they, in talk and converse, what while she related to them her history, from the
time of her purchase by the Mughrebi to that of her coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where she besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her, and how
she won to Er Reshid, till the moment when Iblis came to her and brought her to them. They gave not over talking till the sun declined and turned
pale and the season of sundown drew near and the day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God the Most High, on the
occasion of the prayer of sundown, that He would reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain
have been in his place; and when he was weary of looking for his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with
certain of his partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's
brother cast about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said
to his wife, 'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who
inciteth my brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to
him the governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so
thou wilt help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig
him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.'Hearkening and obedience,' answered El Ased and flew till he came to the Crescent Mountain,
when he sought audience of Meimoun, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth before him, gave him Queen Kemeriyeh's
message, which when he heard he said to the Afrit, 'Return whence thou comest and say to thy mistress, "Be silent and thou wilt do wisely." Else
will I come and seize upon her and make her serve Tuhfeh; and if the kings of the Jinn assemble together against me and I be overcome of them, I
will not leave her to scent the wind of this world and she shall be neither mine nor theirs, for that she is presently my soul (243) from between my
ribs; and how shall any part with his soul?' When the Afrit heard Meimoun's words, he said to him, 'By Allah, O Meimoun, thou hast lost thy wits,
that thou speakest these words of my mistress, and thou one of her servants!' Whereupon Meimoun cried out and said to him, 'Out on thee, O dog
of the Jinn! Wilt thou bespeak the like of me with these words?' Then, he bade those who were about him smite El Ased, but he took flight and
soaring into the air, betook himself to his mistress and told her that which had passed; and she said, 'Thou hast done well, O cavalier.'.? ? ? ? ?
Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do complain..? ? ? ? ? "How many a cup with bitterness
o'erflowing have I quaffed! I make my moan of woes, whereat it boots not to repine."
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