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The masterpiece that Junior purchased was small, a sixteen-inch-square canvas, but it cost twenty-seven hundred dollars. The entire picture-titled

The Cancer Lurks Unseen, Version 1-was flat black, except for a small gnarled mass, bile-green and pus-yellow, in the upper-right quadrant. Worth

every penny..Maybe his pursuit of the matter sprang from mere curiosity, the desire to discover what a child of his might look like; however, if

something else lay behind his interest, the motivation would not be benign. Whatever Cain's intentions, he would prove to be at least an annoyance

to Celestina and the little girl-and possibly a danger..almost recoiled in disgust. She held the newborn so that its mother could look into.must either

change her mind or commit herself to a more difficult and challenging life than any she had envisioned only this morning..In a monotone that gave

new meaning to deadpan, the detective added: "I'm the only one who was there who doesn't have a dry-cleaning bill.".Celestina gave birth to

Seraphim in '69, saw her painting on the cover of American Artist in '70, and gave birth to Harrison in '72..He hadn't intended to enter the gallery.

No one in his usual circles would attend this show, unless in such a state of chemically altered consciousness that they wouldn't be able to recall the

event in the morning, so he wasn't likely to be recognized or remembered. Yet it seemed unwise to risk being identified as a reception attendee if

Celestina White's little Bartholomew and maybe the artist herself were murdered later. The police, in their customary paranoia, might suspect a link

between this affair and the killings, which would motivate them to seek out and.When the convulsive seizure passed, as he collapsed back on the

spattered pillow, shuddering at the stench rising from his hideously fouled clothes, Junior was suddenly struck by an idea that was either.Evidently,

Jacob had made a quick trip to his apartment over the garage and, with no thought for mice and dust, had not closed the back door. Junior said,

"You've caused me a lot of trouble, you know." He'd been building a beautiful rage all night, thinking about what he'd been through because of the

girl's temptress mother, whom he saw so clearly in this pint-size bitch. "So much trouble.".She appeared to be in her early thirties, perhaps six years

older than Junior, but he didn't hold that against her. He wasn't any more prejudiced against older people than he was against people of other races

and ethnic origins..White's paintings, which Junior found naive, dull, and insipid in the extreme. She imbued her work with all the qualities that real

artists disdained: realistic detail, storytelling, beauty, optimism, and even charm..This trick, however, was far more difficult than walking where the

rain wasn't. Sustaining vision took both a mental and physical toll from him..On that busy night, with Vanadium's corpse in the Studebaker and

Victoria's cadaver awaiting a fiery disposal at her house, Junior was too distracted to recognize the pertinence of the message. Now it tormented

him from a dark nook in his subconscious..At eleven o'clock Saturday morning, having just settled in the hotel after arriving from St. Mary's, they

were waiting for the SFPD to deliver suitcases of clothes and toiletries that Rena Moller, Celestina's neighbor, had packed according to her

instructions. While waiting, the three of them took an early lunch-or a late breakfast-at a room service table in the living room..For eight months

following that night, until late September of 1965, Vanadium had been in a coma, and his doctors had not expected him to regain consciousness. A

passing motorist had found him lying along the highway near the lake, soaked and muddy. When, after his long sleep, he awakened in the hospital,

withered and weak, he'd had no memory of anything after walking into Victoria's kitchen-except a vague, dreamlike recollection of swimming up

from a sinking car.."Sure they do," said Wally as he unlocked the two deadbolts. "But you gotta be twenty-one years old to get a license for

one.".As she struggled to cope with her loss, the last thing Agnes needed was the reminder posed by that empty chair. Maria's intentions were good,

however, and Agnes didn't want to hurt her feelings..Once satiated, what she desired was a reason to deceive herself into believing that she was not

a slut, that she was a victim. She didn't really want to tell anyone what he had done to her. Instead, she was asking him, indirectly but indisputably,

to provide her with an excuse to keep their passionate encounter secret, an excuse that would also allow her to continue to pretend that she had not

begged for everything he'd done to her..During the cleaning, installation of new carpet, and painting that had followed the removal of the diarrheic

pig set loose by one of Cain's disgruntled girlfriends, the wife killer had spent a few nights in a hotel. Nolly took advantage of the opportunity to

bring his associate James Hunnicolt--Jimmy Gadget-onto the premises to provide a customized, undetectable, exterior window-latch release..Junior

was not immune to traditional logic, but in this case he recognized the superior wisdom of Zedd's philosophy. His dread of Bartholomew and his

gut-level animosity toward a child he'd never met defied all reason and exceeded simple paranoia; therefore, it must be purest, infallible animal

instinct.."I get peed off, and I miss some things terrible. But I'm not sad. And you've got to not be sad, either, 'cause it spoils everything.".During

the course of this momentous day, he had employed Zedd learned techniques to channel his hot anger into a red-hot rage. Now, without any

conscious effort on his part, rage grew into molten-white fury..The ghost cop was forty feet behind him, beyond ranks of other pedestrians, every

one of whom might as well have been faceless now, smooth and featureless from brow to chin, because suddenly Junior could see no countenance

other than that of the walking dead man. The haunting visage bobbed up and down as the grim spirit strode along, vanishing and reappearing and

then vanishing again among all the bobbing and swaying heads of the intervening multitudes..On the High Marsh.The dining room again, but this

time he remembered how he had gotten here: by way of the living room..'A energy fighting over jurisdiction. We cooperate. The sheriff can de not

to put a lot of his limited resources into this, and no one will blame him. He can call it an accident and close the case, and he won't.For a spirit, the

maniac lawman appeared disturbingly solid. He wore a tweed sports jacket and slacks that, as far as Junior could tell, were the same clothes he'd

worn on the night he died. Apparently, even the ghosts of Sklent's atheistic spiritual world were stuck for eternity in the clothes in which they had

perished..Junior drove them a little crazy by pretending not to understand their intent as they circled the issue like novice snake handlers warily
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looking for a safe grip on a coiled cobra..He rolled Neddy onto one side, but no gold watch lay underneath, so he let the musician flop onto his

back again..They were dining by candlelight. Vanilla-scented bougies stood on the sideboard, across the room, glimmering in glass chimneys, but

Barty pointed instead to five squat red candles distributed through the centerpiece of pine sprays and white carnations.."Angel," Phimie said

urgently, and then, with an effort that made a blood vessel swell.No turning back. In the fuming blackness, they would become disoriented in

seconds, fall, and suffocate as surely as they would burn. Besides, the open window, providing draft, would draw the fire rapidly down the hallway

at their backs..Already another contraction racked her, so intense that the pain was not limited to her lower back and abdomen, but seared the length

of her sphic, like an electric current leaping vertebra to vertebra. Her breath pinched in her chest as though her lungs had collapsed.."No pie!"

Agnes agreed. She parenthesized his head with her hands and punctuated his sweet face with kisses..He warily surveyed those around him as he

walked, and looked over his shoulder from time to time. On one of these backward glances, he was unnerved but not surprised to see Vanadium's

specter.."No. Lampion. Somewhere in your father's French background, there must have been lamp makers. A lampion is a small lamp, an oil lamp

with a tinted-glass chimney. Among other things, in those long ago days, they used them on carriages.".One problem: Nolly Wulfstan, Quasimodo

without a hump, probably repaired to this convenient club after work, to down a few beers, because this was surely as close as he would ever get to

a halfway attractive woman. The detective would think that he and Junior were here for the same reason-to gawk at nearly naked babes and store up

enough images of bobbling breasts to get through the night-and he would not be able to comprehend that for Junior the attraction was the dance, the

intellectual thrill of experiencing a new cultural phenomenon..He thought he heard the soft swoosh of knife-edge wings slicing the January air.  He

dared not look up. More in his throat. The agony. Darkness poured into his head, as if it were blood rising relentlessly from his flooded stomach

and esophagus..He slipped the card out from under the change, turned it over. A joker. Printed in red block letters across the card was a name,

BARTHOLOMEW..But he was more than she had ever imagined her boy to be, more than merely a prodigy..Junior forgot all about seduction.

"And she--what?--She adopted her sister's baby?".By mid-March, he had exhausted the possibilities of Bartholomew as a surname. By the time that

he shot himself in September, he had combed through the first quarter million listings in the directory in search of those whose first names were

Bartholomew..After undressing for the night, he sat on the edge of the bed for a while, rubbing the coin between the thumb and forefinger of his

right hand, brooding about Thomas Vanadium. He tried rolling it across his knuckles; he dropped it repeatedly..Dusk had arrived, strangling the

day, and the throttled sky hung low, as blue-black as bruises. The streetlights had come on. Gouts of red light from pulsing emergency beacons

alchemized the rain from teardrops into showers of blood..Furrowing her brow and narrowing her eyes as though prepared to scold him, she slowly

lowered her face to his, until their noses were touching, and she whispered, "Because it's more fun if it's secret.".As though Amelia Earhart, the

long-lost aviatrix, had reached out of her twilight zone and snared the two bits, no tumbling coin glinted in the air above the desk..He was having

difficulty focusing his attention on the problem at hand. Through his mind, odd and disconnected thoughts rolled like slow, greasy,

eye-of-the-hurricane waves on an ominous sea..Mary had a yellow vinyl ball of the type Koko would happily chase all day and, if allowed, chew all

night, keeping the house awake with its squeaking. "Want this?" she asked Koko. Koko wanted it, of course, needed it, absolutely had to have it,

and leaped into action as Mary pretended to throw the ball.."I ALWAYS EAT CAV-EE-JAR FOR BREAKFAST," said Velveeta Cheese in her

stuffed-bear voice..The window was French with small panes, so Celestina couldn't simply break the glass and climb out..were uniformly negative,

frequently hilarious, but never as succinct and violent as Sklent's..A pathologically suspicious cop, aware of Junior's acute.; emesis following

Naomi's death, might imagine a connection between this epic bout of diarrhea and Victoria's murder, and Vanadium's disappearance  Here was an

avenue of speculation that he did not want to encourage..Thrilled to have inspired this awe in her, he closed the book. "Remember what we talked

about a long time ago? You asked me how come, if I could walk where the rain wasn't. . . ".He knocked the pepper shaker on its side, and then with

a groan put it upright once more..They hadn't been close to Naomi, who'd once said she felt like Romulus and Remus, raised by wolves, or like

Tarzan if he'd fallen into the hands of nasty gorillas. To Junior, Naomi was Cinderella, sweet and good, and he was the love-struck prince who

rescued her..At a gun shop, Junior purchased two hundred rounds of ammunition. Later, that many cartridges seemed excessive to him. Later still,

he purchased another two hundred..They could not have been more solemn or more respectful if Naomi's corpse--stitched back together, pumped

full of embalming fluid, painted with pancake makeup, dressed in white, with her cold hands clasping a Bible to her breast-had been reposing in a

casket in this very room, surrounded by flowers and awaiting the arrival of mourners. They were all polite, soft-spoken, sad-eyed, oozing unctuous

concern--and so full of feverish calculation that Junior wouldn't have been surprised if they had set off the ceiling-mounted fire sprinklers..And had

Phimie, retrieved from death by the resuscitation procedures of the surgical team, repaid Nella's kindness with her own stunning message to

Lipscomb?.From the far end of the table, Agnes said, "For starters, Tom, we all want to hear about the rhinoceros and the other you."."That's the

roaster tower," said Licky. "Where they cook the cinnabar to get the metal from it. Roasters die in a year or two. Where to, dowser?".On one wall

hung an impressive array of gardening tools. In the comer was a potting bench..Later, as Bonita and Francesca proudly served their mother's

individually molded Christmas-tree-shaped servings of flan, which they themselves had plated, Barty leaned close to his mother and, pointing to

the table in front of them, said softly but excitedly, "Look at the rainbows!".Max hung up. The Ansaphone made a series of small robot-mouse

noises and then fell silent..The modulated electronic brrrrr was similar to the sound of the telephone in Vanadium's cramped study, on Sunday

night. Junior was transported back to that place, that moment in time..In his head, without apparent effort, Barty kept a running total of the number
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of seconds that he had been alive, and of the number of words in every book that he read. Agnes never checked his word totals for an entire

volume; however, when she cited any page in a book that he'd just finished, he knew the number of words it contained.."That's not what they say,"

the boy replied with a giggle, for his extensive reading had introduced him to words that he and she agreed were not his to use..Uncle Jacob, cook

and baby-sitter and connoisseur of watery death, cleaned off the table and washed the dishes while Barty patiently endured a rambling

postbreakfast conversation with Pixie Lee and with Miss Velveeta Cheese, whose name wasn't an honorary tide earned by winning a beauty contest

sponsored by Kraft Foods, as he had first thought, but who, according to Angel, was the "good" sister to the rotten lying cheese man in the

television commercials..The Bones of the Earth.open grave. In his hand: the white rose, its thorns slick with his blood. He dropped the bloom, and

it fell out of sight, into the gaping earth, atop Naomi's casket..This morning, Damascus had left the house early, before Vanadium came downstairs,

which was perfect for Junior's purposes. While the maniac cop was finishing his shave and shower, Junior crept upstairs to check his room. He

discovered the revolver in the second of the three places that he expected it to be, did his work, and returned the weapon to the nightstand drawer in

precisely the position that he had found it. Narrowly avoiding an encounter with Vanadium in the hall, he retreated to the ground floor. After some

fussing over the most effective placement, he left the quarter and the luggage-just as Vanadium, the human stump, clumped down the stairs. Junior

experienced an unexpected delay when the detective spent half an hour making phone calls from the study, but then Vanadium went into the

kitchen, allowing him to slip out of the house and complete his work..Sitting forward in his armchair, Obadiah lowered his hands to his knees, and

in thoughtful silence, he stared at them..If their relationship had not been limited to a single evening of passion, if they had not been of two worlds,

if she had not been underage and therefore jailbait, they might have had an open romance, and then her death would have touched him more

deeply.."I can't.".Friday, after dinner, when he'd heard enough of Maria's method of fortune-telling to know that four decks were required, that only

every third draw was read, and that aces-especially red aces-were the most propitious cards to receive, Jacob had taken great pleasure in preparing

for Barty the most favorable first eight cards that could possibly be dealt. This was a small gift to cheer Agnes, on whose heart Joey's death

weighed as heavily as iron chains..Holding a shaker in each hand, Tom walked them forward, causing them to diverge slightly at first, but then

moving them along exactly parallel to each other..He still had work to do here. Properly disposing of Thomas Vanadium, however, was the most

urgent piece of business..The shakes returned, became more violent than previously--and then once more passed..Carrying him to the window,

gazing up at the stars, the moon, she said, "I'll always read to you, Barty.".He used the kitchen phone, at the comer secretary. The blood had been

cleaned up long ago, of course, and the minor damage from the ricocheting bullet had been repaired..Many nights, his sleep wasn't half as restful as

he would have wished, for he often dreamed of walking in a wasteland. Sometimes, desert salt flats stretched in all directions, with here and there a

monument of weather-gnarled rock, all baking under a merciless sun. Sometimes, the salt was snow, and the monuments of rock were ridges of ice,

revealed in the hard glare of a cold sun. Regardless of the landscape, he walked slowly, though he had the desire and the energy to proceed faster.

His frustration built until it was so intolerable that he woke, kicking in the tangled sheets, restless and edgy..People were at the car windows,

struggling to open the buckled doors, but Agnes refused to acknowledge them..Neddy cooperated by not deigning to look back. Eventually, he

stopped a young man who, judging by the name tag on the lapel of his blazer, was a gallery employee. They put their heads together in

conversation, and then the musician headed through an archway into the second showroom..Each page comprised four columns of names and

numbers, most with addresses. Approximately one hundred names filled each column, four hundred to a page..The various flavors of canned soda

were always racked in the same order, allowing Barty to select what he wanted without error. He got orange for Angel, root beer for himself, and

closed the refrigerator.."You might as well beat a cloud for raining," said Otter's mother..Too much clatter, drawing attention. No leisure for

romance now, no chance for a two-sister score. just kill Celestina, kill Bartholomew, and go, go..Tom proceeded, "is that an infinite number of

realities exist, other worlds parallel to ours, which we can't see. For example ... worlds in which, because of the specific decisions and actions of

certain people on both sides, Germany won the last great war. And other worlds in which the Union lost the Civil War. And worlds in which a

nuclear war has already been fought between the U.S. and Soviets.".She woke weeping from the dreams, and she wanted no witnesses. She wasn't

embarrassed by her tears. She just didn't want to share them with anyone but Barty..He held forth the single red rose. "For you. Not that it

compares. No flower could."."Well, anyway," she said, as though Muffins uncharacteristic viciousness had been adequately explained, "this

mending ought to cover ten more lessons.".She thought that she already knew all about humility, about the necessity of it, about the power of it to

bring peace of mind and to heal the heart, but in the following few minutes, she learned more about humility than she had ever known before..Slow

deep breathing forgotten, gasping like a drowning swimmer, a sudden sweat dripping from his brow, Junior used one foot to prod the fallen

man..From childhood, Celestina was encouraged to be confident that life had meaning, and when she'd needed to share that belief with Dr.

Lipscomb as he struggled to come to terms with his experience in the operating room, she'd done so without hesitation. Strangely, however, she

herself was having difficulty absorbing these two small miracles..Maria's mother, visiting from Mexico, was babysitting, so Maria came without

her children, as a guest, joining Agnes and the laugh-a-minute Isaacson twins, chroniclers of destruction. They ate in the dining room, rather than at

the kitchen dinette, with a lace-trimmed tablecloth, the good china, crystal wineglasses, and fresh flowers..His apartment, over the large garage,

was reached by a set of exterior stairs. The space was divided into two rooms. The first was a combination living room and kitchenette, with a

corner dining table seating two. Beyond was a small bedroom with adjoining bath..An IV rack stood beside the bed, dripping fluid into his vein,
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replacing the electrolytes that he had lost through vomiting, most likely medicating him with an antiemetic as well. His right arm was securely

strapped to a supporting board, to prevent him from bending his elbow and accidentally tearing out the needle..He stood at a window, staring down

into the street, his profile to her, and in his silence he searched for the words to describe the "something extraordinary" that he had mentioned

earlier..Through the cacophony of shattering glass, splintering wood, and cracking plaster, Paul heard the hard roar of an engine, the blare of a

horn, and suspected what must have happened. Some drunk or reckless driver had crashed at high speed into the parsonage..Chan nodded.

"Considering the advanced stage of Bartholomew's malignancies, he should have complained earlier than he did."."He's not a real contemporary

person, not anyone Cain needs to fear. So how did he develop this obsession with finding someone named Bartholomew?" He met Celestina's eyes,

as if she might have answers for him. "Is there a real Bartholomew? And how does this tie in with his assault on you? Or is there any tie-in at

all?".Wally drove slowly, carefully, with all the responsibility that you would expect from an obstetrician, pediatrician, and spanking-new fianc?.

The trip home to Pacific Heights took twice as long as it would have taken in clear weather on a night without a pledge of troth..In that slow, flat

delivery with which Junior was becoming increasingly impatient, Detective Vanadium said, "We all were, Doctor. It was another election year,

remember? More than once during that campaign, I could've chugged ipecac. What else would work if I wanted to have a good vomit?".One

apartment to the right, one to the left. Junior went to the right, to Apartment 1, where he'd seen the lights come on behind the curtained

windows..The Book of the Dark, written late in the time it tells of, is a compilation of self-contradictory histories, partial biographies, and garbled

legends. But it's the best of the records that survived the dark years. Wanting praise, not history, the warlords burnt the books in which the poor and

powerless might learn what power is..More likely than not, he would cross Bartholomew's path when he least expected, not as a consequence of his

searching, but in the normal course of a (lay. If that happened, he must be prepared to eliminate the threat immediately, by any means available to

him..On mechanic, he again glanced meaningfully at Edom, who felt a response was expected. When he opened his mouth, he could think of

nothing to say, except that at Sanriku, Japan, on June 15, 1896, a 110 foot-high wave, triggered by an undersea quake, killed 27,100 people, most

while they were in prayer at a Shinto festival. Even to Edom, this seemed to be an inappropriate comment, so he said nothing. ,.In the motel office,

Junior paid for another night in advance. His preference in lodgings didn't run to greasy carpeting, cigarette-scarred furniture, and the whispery

scuttling of cockroaches in the dark, but though feeling better, he was too tired and shaky to drive..The hall was deserted. Then a woman came out

of one of the offices and walked toward the gallery, without glancing at him.
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