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33. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dcccclxxxvi.[Then they all flew off in haste and] lighting

down in the place where were their father Es Shisban and their grandfather the Sheikh Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When

their grandfather Iblis saw them, he rose to them and wept, and they all wept for Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine

honour and taken Tuhfeh, and I doubt not but that she is like to perish [of concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said

and did (239) was false."' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her

deliverance, for that she is dearer to me than everything; and know that yonder accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will

know that he hath no power to cope with you, he who is the least and meanest [of the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of defeat, he will

kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing will serve but that we contrive for her deliverance; else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind of device?'

asked he; and she answered, 'Let us take him with fair means, and if he obey, [all will be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and

look thou not to other than myself for her deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine; contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy

solicitude for her is more effectual than [that of] any.'.39. Abou Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.? ? ? ? ? q. The Stolen Necklace dccccxciv.Then they

attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue brocade and she became as she were the full moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for the

first dress, before King Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took leave of his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea, he was distraught

with love for her, whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.?THE FIFTH OFFICER'S

STORY..29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls dxxxii.? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.When the evening evened, the king

withdrew to his privy sitting-chamber and bade fetch the vizier. When he presented himself before him, he said to him, "Tell me the story of the

wealthy man who married his daughter to the poor old man." "It is well," answered the vizier. "Know, O puissant king, that.What strength have I

solicitude and long desire to bear, iii. 20..THE SEVENTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..?THE FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S

STORY..Then he bade fetch the youth; so they brought him before him and the viziers said, "O base of origin, out on thee! Thy term is at hand and

the earth hungereth for thy body, so it may devour it." But he answered them, saying, "Death is not in your word nor in your envy; nay, it is an

ordinance written upon the forehead; wherefore, if aught be written upon my forehead, needs must it come to pass, and neither endeavour nor

thought-taking nor precaution will deliver me therefrom; [but it will surely happen] even as happened to King Ibrahim and his son." Quoth the

king, "Who was King Ibrahim and who was his son?" And the youth said, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us,

for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcccciii.When the morning

morrowed and the folk came forth of the city, they found a murdered man cast down in a corner of the burial-ground and seeing Bihkerd there,

doubted not but it was he who had slain him; so they laid hands on him and carried him up to the king and said to him, 'This fellow hath slain a

man.' The king bade imprison him; [so they clapped him in prison] and he fell a-saying in himself, what while he was in the prison, 'All that hath

befallen me is of the abundance of my sins and my tyranny, for, indeed, I have slain much people unrighteously and this is the requital of my deeds

and that which I have wrought aforetime of oppression.' As he was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird and lighted down on the coign of

the prison, whereupon, of his much eagerness in the chase, he took a stone and cast it at the bird..They cut their bonds and poured wine into their

gullets, till they came to themselves, when the king looked at the eunuch and recognizing him, said, 'Harkye, such an one!' 'Yes, O my lord the

king,' replied the man and prostrated himself to him; whereat the king marvelled with an exceeding wonder and said to him, 'How earnest thou to

this place and what hath befallen thee?" Quoth the eunuch, 'I went and took out the treasure and brought it hither; but the [evil] eye was behind me

and I unknowing. So the thieves took us alone here and seized the money and cast us into this pit, so we might die of hunger, even as they had done

with other than we; but God the Most High sent thee, in pity to us.'.Meanwhile, news came to his wife that her husband had taken service with King

Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two sons, (for she had given birth to twin boys in his absence,) set out for those parts. As fate would have

it, they happened upon an island and her husband came thither that very night in the ship. [When the woman heard of the coming of the ship], she

said to her children, 'This ship cometh from the country where your father is; so go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may enquire of him.' So they

repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into the ship], fell to playing about it and occupied themselves with their play till the evening..? ? ? ? ? My

tears flow still, nor aye of bitterness I'm quit, Bewildered as I am betwixten hope and fear..Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the pit, the lion

came scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth; but, as often as he showed his head, they pelted him with stones, till they beat him down

and he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him and saw the boy wounded; after which he went to the cabinet,

where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that which was therein of clothes and what not else,

and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he took up the boy and bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to

their dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he grew up with them, but acquainted them not with his affair; and indeed, when they

questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was little, when they let him down into the pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech

and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to son and abode rearing him with him [and instructing him] in hunting and riding

on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a champion, going forth with the folk to the chase and to the stopping of the way..? ? ? ?
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? And aloes-wood, to boot, he brought and caskets full of pearls And priceless rubies and the like of costly gems and bright;.Reshid (Haroun er)

and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story xxxi.Appointed Term, Of the, i. 147..Galen heard that which he avouched

of his understanding and it was certified unto him and established in his mind that the man was a skilled physician of the physicians of the Persians

and [he said in himself], 'Except he had confidence in his knowledge and were minded to confront me and contend with me, he had not sought the

door of my house neither spoken that which he hath spoken.' And concern gat hold upon Galen and doubt. Then he looked out upon (21) the

weaver and addressed himself to see what he should do, whilst the folk began to flock to him and set out to him their ailments, and he would

answer them thereof [and prescribe for them], hitting the mark one while and missing it another, so that there appeared unto Galen of his fashion

nothing whereby his mind might be assured that he had formed a just opinion of his skill..After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would

remain, iii. 41..Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young Damascene, for that in very deed he had ravished her with his beauty

and grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and

buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the purse of gold. So the dealer returned, dancing and

clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to

yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered, "No," of shamefastness before her master and the bystanders; whereupon

the people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and went each his own way, whilst the damsel

returned to her master's house, full of love for the young Damascene..? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.Thief and the Woman, The,

i. 278.She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi

merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and there were in his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of

them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but "daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a

damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft, even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High

(184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of them; but it was only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there

was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I should fall into the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured

that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth

slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God

(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy

coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the

lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185)

or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid the lute from my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my

lord, on this wise.'.?OF THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS..Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the day

broke and the rising of the sun drew near, when a waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the morning-

prayer." When he heard the girl's words, he laughed and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and found himself in an apartment the walls

whereof were painted with gold and ultramarine and its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of

gold-embroidered silk let down over their doors, and all about vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps

burning before the prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs and white slaves and black slaves and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw

this, he was confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes

and went to sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the Faithful!".Son and his Governor,

Story of the Man of Khorassan, his, i. 218.For the uses of food I was fashioned and made, ii. 223..When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the

mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the

king had brought with him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a

mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El

Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to

gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that

they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing

their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade

the eunuch bring him news of them..? ? ? ? ? Our loves are joined and cruelty at last is done away; Ay, and the cup of love-delight 'twixt us doth

circulate..When they knew that there was left him no estate that the king might covet, they feared lest he be brought to release him, by the incidence

of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he return to his former case, so should their plots be marred and their ranks degraded, for

that they knew that the king would have need of that which he had known from that man nor would forget that wherewith he was familiar in him.

Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the perversion of the truth and a means of glozing over falsehood and

adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the folk were occupied, and their minds

were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the denial of the Maker, the Creator,
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extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers. He avouched that it is the planets

(79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and made each sign thirty degrees, after

the number of the days of the month, so that in twelve mansions there are three hundred and threescore [degrees], after the number of the days of

the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got possession of the king's mind and the enviers

and haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his favour and corrupted his counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of

him that which he suffered and he banished him and put him away..The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? A dark affair thou littest up

with Islam and with proof Quenchedst the flaming red-coals of error and dismay..Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii.

224..Then the thieves addressed themselves to sharing their booty and presently fell out concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who should

take it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were better prove it; so, if it be good, we shall know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.' And they

said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.' So the captain took the sword and drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this,

he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I have borne the washing and the boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave and its

straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God that I might be delivered from death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I

may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I am a dead man.'.Presently he came to the land of the Turks, (228) and he naked and hungry and

having with him nought but somewhat of jewels, bound about his fore-arm. So he went to the bazaar of the goldsmiths and calling one of the

brokers, gave him the jewels. The broker looked and seeing two great rubies, said to him, 'Follow me.' So he followed him, till he brought him to a

goldsmith, to whom he gave the jewels, saying, 'Buy these.' Quoth he, 'Whence hadst thou these?' And the broker replied, 'This youth is the owner

of them.' Then said the goldsmith to the prince, 'Whence hadst thou these rubies?' And he told him all that had befallen him and that he was a king's

son. The goldsmith marvelled at his story and bought of him the rubies for a thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the

Ogress xv.On this wise, O King Shah Bekht," continued the vizier, "is the issue of eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise of that which

our knowledge embraceth not; indeed, [whoso doth thus] shall perish and repent Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary

than that of the sharper and the merchants.".As he was about to go away, the cook said to him, 'O youth, doubtless thou art a stranger?' And he

answered, 'Yes.' Quoth the cook, 'It is reported in one of the Traditions [of the Prophet that he said,] "Loyal admonition is [a part] of religion;" and

the understanding say, "Admonition is of the characteristics of the true believers." And indeed that which I have seen of thy fashions pleaseth me

and I would fain give thee a warning.' 'Speak out thy warning,' rejoined Selim, 'and may God strengthen thine affair!' Then said the cook, 'Know, O

my son, that in this our country, whenas a stranger entereth therein and eateth of flesh-meat and drinketh not old wine thereon, this is harmful unto

him and engendereth in him dangerous disorders. Wherefore, if thou have provided thee somewhat thereof, (71) [it is well;] but, if not, look thou

procure it, ere thou take the meat and carry it away.' 'May God requite thee with good!' rejoined Selim. 'Canst thou direct me where it is sold?' And

the cook said, 'With me is all that thou seekest thereof.' 'Is there a way for me to see it?' asked the young man; and the cook sprang up and said,

'Pass on.' So he entered and the cook showed him somewhat of wine; but he said, 'I desire better than this.' Whereupon he opened a door and

entering, said to Selim, 'Enter and follow me.'.An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf

dccccxxi.So on the morrow, early, he took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had

been stolen and gave it to the broker, who took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the

police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of

stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?"

"Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place whence thou

stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain bespeak

him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell it but to

himself.".Then he again began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into converse with him and questioned him of the band and how he came to

escape, he alone of them all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which God the Most High delivered thee from them, for that they would not

obey my speech; wherefore I swore that I would no longer consort with them.' And I said, 'By Allah, I marvel at thee, for that thou wast the cause

of my preservation!' Quoth he, 'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and we beseech God the Most High for safety, for that these [wretches]

practise upon men with every kind of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the most extraordinary adventure of all that befell thee in this villainy

thou wast wont to practise.' And he answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not present when they did on this wise, for that my part with them was

to concern myself with selling and buying and [providing them with] food; but I have heard that the most extraordinary thing that befell them was

on this wise..? ? ? ? ? On the dear nights of union, in you was our joy, But afflicted were we since ye bade us adieu..? ? ? ? ? By God, how pleasant

was the night we passed, with him for third! Muslim and Jew and Nazarene, we sported till the day..Merry Jest of a Thief, A, ii. 186..? ? ? ? ? a.

The Physician Douban xi.King Shehriyar marvelled at these things and Shehrzad said to him, "Thou marvelledst at that which befell thee on the

part of women; yet hath there befallen the kings of the Chosroes before thee what was more grievous than that which befell thee, and indeed I have

set forth unto thee that which betided khalifs and kings and others than they with their women, but the exposition is long and hearkening groweth

tedious, and in this [that I have already told thee] is sufficiency for the man of understanding and admonishment for the wise.".When a year had
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elapsed, there came to the city a ship, wherein were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that, when

there came a ship to the city, the king sent unto it such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all]

shown to the king, who bought such of them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should

go up to the ship and seal up the goods and set over them who should keep watch over them..Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth

content, iii. 116..141. Haroun er Reshid and the Arab Girl dclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story (236) iv.Thus," continued Shehrzad,

"none is safe from the calamities of fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], I will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and

more extraordinary than this. Know, O King, that one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.? ? ? ? ? e.

The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxiii.Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice, i. 13..Lavish of House and Victual to one whom

he knew not, The Man who was, i. 293..160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.60. Haroun Er Reshid and Zubeideh in the

Bath dcxlviii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Officer's Story dccccxxxii.On this wise they did with her sister Dinarzad, and when they had made an end of

displaying the two brides, the king bestowed dresses of honour on all who were present and dismissed them to their own places. Then Shehrzad

went in to King Shehriyar and Dinarzad to King Shahzeman and each of them solaced himself with the company of his beloved and the hearts of

the folk were comforted. When the morning morrowed, the vizier came in to the two kings and kissed the ground before them; wherefore they

thanked him and were bountiful to him. Then they went forth and sat down upon couches of estate, whilst all the viziers and amirs and grandees

and the chief officers of the realm and the household presented themselves before them and kissed the earth. King Shehriyar ordered them dresses

of honour and largesse and they offered up prayers for the abiding continuance [on life] of the king and his brother..? ? ? ? ? Far though you dwell,

I'll ne'er your neighbourhood forget, O friends, whose lovers still for you are stupefied..?STORY OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED

EACH HIS FELLOW..It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him

prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no

robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself;

so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look

into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve

him..Meanwhile, the youth her master abode expecting her; but she returned not and his heart forbode him of the draught [of separation]; so he

went forth at hazard, distraught and knowing not what he should do, and fell to strewing dust upon his head and crying out, 'The old woman hath

taken her and gone away!' The boys followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A madman! A madman!' Presently, the king's chamberlain,

who was a man of age and worth, met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the boys and drove there away from him, after which he

accosted him and questioned him of his case. So he told him how it was with him and the chamberlain said to him, 'Fear not: all shall yet be well

with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on to speak him fair and comfort him, till he put faith in his

speech..? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dcix.God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.? ? ? ? ? Thou madest

known to us therein the road of righteousness, When we had wandered from the Truth, what while in gloom it lay..Then said the king, "Hast thou a

need we may accomplish unto thee? For indeed we are exceeding beholden to thee for that which thou didst in the matter of Hudheifeh and his

folk." And he let cast over him a mantle of Egyptian satin, worth an hundred dinars. Moreover, he bade his treasurer give him a thousand dinars

and said to him, "O youth, take this in part of that which thou deserves! of us; and if thou prolong thy sojourn with us, we will give thee slaves and

servants." El Abbas kissed the earth and said, "O king, may grant thee abiding prosperity, I deserve not all this." Then he put his hand to his poke

and pulling out two caskets of gold, in each of which were rubies, whose value none could tell, gave them to the king, saying, "O king, God cause

thy prosperity to endure, I conjure thee by that which God hath vouchsafed thee, heal my heart by accepting these two caskets, even as I have

accepted thy present." So the king accepted the two caskets and El Abbas took his leave and went away to the bazaar..Damascus is all gardens

decked for the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..So they ate and Tuhfeh looked at the two kings, who had not changed their favour and said to

Kemeriyeh, 'O my lady, what is yonder wild beast and that other like unto him? By Allah, mine eye brooketh not the sight of them.' Kemeriyeh

laughed and answered, 'O my sister, that is my father Es Shisban and the other is Meimoun the Sworder; and of the pride of their souls and their

arrogance, they consented not to change their [natural] fashion. Indeed, all whom thou seest here are, by nature, like unto them in fashion; but, on

thine account, they have changed their favour, for fear lest thou be disquieted and for the comforting of thy mind, so thou mightest make friends

with them and be at thine ease.' 'O my lady,' quoth Tuhfeh, 'indeed I cannot look at them. How frightful is yonder Meimoun, with his [one] eye!

Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and indeed I am fearful of him.' Kemeriyeh laughed at her speech, and Tuhfeh said, 'By Allah, O my lady,

I cannot fill my eye with them!' (200) Then said her father Es Shisban to her, 'What is this laughing?' So she bespoke him in a tongue none

understood but they [two] and acquainted him with that which Tuhfeh had said; whereat he laughed a prodigious laugh, as it were the pealing

thunder..Then said she to the villager's son, 'Know that I am the woman whom thy father delivered from harm and stress and whom there betided

from thee of false accusation and frowardness that which thou hast named.' And she craved pardon for him and he was made whole of his sickness.

[Then said she to the thief, 'I am she against whom thou liedst, avouching that I was thy mistress, who had been stoned on thine account, and that I

was of accord with thee concerning the robbing of the villager's house and had opened the doors to thee.' And she prayed for him and he was made
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whole of his sickness.] Then said she to [the townsman], him of the tribute, 'I am she who gave thee the [thousand] dirhems and thou didst with me

what thou didst.' And she craved pardon for him and prayed for him and he was made whole; whereupon the folk marvelled at her oppressors, who

had been afflicted alike, so God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) might show forth her innocence before witnesses..? ? ? ? ? O

skinker of the wine of woe, turn from a love-sick maid, Who drinks her tears still, night and morn, thy bitter-flavoured bowl..One day my master

said to me, 'Knowest thou not some art or handicraft?' And I answered, saying, 'O my lord, I am a merchant and know nought but traffic.' Quoth he,

'Knowest thou how to shoot with a bow and arrows?' And I replied, 'Yes, I know that.' So he brought me a bow and arrows and mounting me

behind him on an elephant, set out with me, at the last of the night, and fared on till we came to a forest of great trees; whereupon he made me

climb a high and stout tree and giving me the bow and arrows, said to me, 'Sit here, and when the elephants come hither by day, shoot at them, so

haply thou shalt hit one of them; and if any of them fall, come at nightfall and tell me.' Then he went away and left me trembling and fearful. I

abode hidden in the tree till the sun rose, when the elephants came out and fared hither and thither among the trees, and I gave not over shooting at

them with arrows, till I brought down one of them. So, at eventide, I went and told my master, who rejoiced in me and rewarded me; then he came

and carried away the dead elephant..? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee herself presenteth veiled Is not her like who naked comes with thee to

intercede.'.The king marvelled, he and his company, and praised God the Most High for that he had come thither; after which he turned to the

eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a nurse who belonged to us and we left

him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that he might be a servant to the king, for

that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared on, he and his company, and the eunuch and the youth with them, what while he

questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head liveth, O king, the folk with him are in

sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him, gentle or simple.'.As for Belehwan, when he fled and fortified himself, his power waxed

amain and there remained for him but to make war upon his father, who had cast his affection upon the child and used to rear him on his knees and

supplicate God the Most High that he might live, so he might commit the commandment to him. When he came to five years of age, the king

mounted him on horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length of life, so he might take his father's leavings (130)

and [heal] the heart of his grandfather..? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's heart And hast denied thine eyes the taste

of sleep and its delight,.? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..My fruit is a jewel all

wroughten of gold, ii. 245..?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and change of

case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in my youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if

thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of any other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until

thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not patience to wait

till he had made an end of that which was with him, but rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and

in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so

hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of

enemies and enviers and the bitterness of poverty.'.? ? ? ? ? I crave none other than thou for friend, beloved of my heart; So trust in my speech, for

the generous are true and trusty still..Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come forward and

sing. Now she was from the land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened the

strings thereof and smote thereon in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following verses:.15. The Cat and the

Crow cl.God judge betwixt me and her lord! Away, i. 48..? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had I known that severance would prove My death; but what

is past is past, Fate stoops to no control..? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among creatures

is rare and sought for in mountain and vale..? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.Aboulhusn abode with his wife in eating

and drinking and all delight of life, till all that was with them was spent, when he said to her, "Harkye, O Nuzhet el Fuad!" "At thy service,"

answered she, and he said, "I have it in mind to play a trick on the Khalif and thou shalt do the like with the Lady Zubeideh, and we will take of

them, in a twinkling, two hundred dinars and two pieces of silk." "As thou wilt," answered she; "but what thinkest thou to do?" And he said,"We

will feign ourselves dead and this is the trick. I will die before thee and lay myself out, and do thou spread over me a kerchief of silk and loose [the

muslin of] my turban over me and tie my toes and lay on my heart a knife, and a little salt. (35) Then let down thy hair and betake thyself to thy

mistress Zubeideh, tearing thy dress and buffeting thy face and crying out. She will say to thee, 'What aileth thee?' and do thou answer her, saying,

'May thy head outlive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." She will mourn for me and weep and bid her treasuress give thee a hundred dinars and

a piece of silk and will say to thee, 'Go lay him out and carry him forth [to burial].' So do thou take of her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk

and come back, and when thou returnest to me, I will rise up and thou shalt lie down in my place, and I will go to the Khalif and say to him, 'May

thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!' and tear my dress and pluck at my beard. He will mourn for thee and say to his treasurer, 'Give Aboulhusn a

hundred dinars and a piece of silk.' Then he will say to me, 'Go; lay her out and carry her forth;' and I will come back to thee.".Now the old woman

had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed [the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she arose and

bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell that the
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charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to

whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin and

hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined

unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said,

'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an exile from folk and

country. So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When she came to herself,

she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to them and look on

them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I am slain without

recourse; wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in asking..Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii. 144..?

? ? ? ? The hands of noble folk do tend me publicly; With waters clear and sweet my thirsting tongue they ply..Then she went up into the house and

put off her [walking] clothes and I found her as she were the full moon. I brought her what I had by me of meat and drink and said to her, 'O my

lady, excuse me: this is that which is ready.' Quoth she, 'This is abundant kindness and indeed it is what I sought' And she ate and gave the

slave-girl that which was left; after which I brought her a casting-bottle of rose-water, mingled with musk, and she washed her hands and abode

with me till the season of afternoon-prayer, when she brought out of the parcel that she had with her a shirt and trousers and an upper garment (176)

and a kerchief wroughten with gold and gave them to me; saying, 'Know that I am one of the favourites of the Khalif, and we are forty favourites,

each one of whom hath a lover who cometh to her as often as she would have him; and none is without a lover save myself, wherefore I came forth

to-day to find me a gallant and behold, I have found thee. Thou must know that the Khalif lieth each night with one of us, whilst the other

nine-and-thirty favourites take their ease with the nine-and-thirty men, and I would have thee be with me on such a day, when do thou come up to

the palace of the Khalif and wait for me in such a place, till a little eunuch come out to thee and say to thee a [certain] word, to wit, "Art thou

Sendel?" And do thou answer, "Yes," and go with him.'.? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the camp, Lest to the gleemen

thou become a name of wonderment..? ? ? ? ? If slaves thou fain wouldst have by thousands every day Or, kneeling at thy feet, see kings of mickle

might,.To return to the queen his wife. When the Magian fled with her, he proffered himself to her and lavished unto her wealth galore, but she

rejected his suit and was like to slay herself for chagrin at that which had befallen and for grief for her separation from her husband. Moreover, she

refused meat and drink and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian shackled her and straitened her and clad her in a gown of wool and

said to her, 'I will continue thee in misery and abjection till thou obey me and consent to my wishes.' So she took patience and looked for God to

deliver her from the hand of that accursed one; and she ceased not to travel with him from place to place till he came with her to the city wherein

her husband was king and his goods were put under seal..The king marvelled at this and at his dealing and contrivance and invested him with [the

control of] all his affairs and of his kingdom and the land abode [under his governance] and he said to him, 'Take and people.' (244) One day, the

tither went out and saw an old man, a woodcutter, and with him wood; so he said to him, 'Pay a dirhem tithe for thy load.' Quoth the old man,

'Behold, thou killest me and killest my family.' 'What [meanest thou]?' said the tither. 'Who killeth the folk?' And the other answered, 'If thou suffer

me enter the city, I shall sell the wood there for three dirhems, whereof I will give thee one and buy with the other two what will support my

family; but, if thou press me for the tithe without the city, the load will sell but for one dirhem and thou wilt take it and I shall abide without food, I

and my family. Indeed, thou and I in this circumstance are like unto David and Solomon, on whom be peace!' ['How so?' asked the tither, and the

woodcutter said], 'Know that.78. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi dclxii.? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I took upon myself, The railers

flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.Firouz and his Wife, i. 209..Then Ishac seized upon her hand and carrying her into the house, said

to her, 'Take the lute and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou

makest mock of me. Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but

the truth to thee and I am none of those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months hath nature not moved thee to take the lute and sing

thereto, and this is nought but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft and self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she

said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit

and he was like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? e. Story of the Portress

lxvii.Thy presence honoureth us and we, i. 13..When he saw those many bones, he rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and carried away what he

had a mind to thereof. Then we returned to his house and he entreated me with increased favour and said to me, 'Verily, O my son, thou hast

directed us to a passing great gain, may God requite thee with all good! Thou art free for the sake of God the Most High. Every year these elephants

used to kill of us much people on account of these bones; but God delivered thee from them and thou hast done us good service in the matter of

these bones, of which thou hast given us to know; wherefore thou meritest a great recompense, and thou art free.' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'may God

free thy neck from the fire! I desire of thee that thou give me leave to return to my own country.' 'So be it,' replied he; 'but we have a fair, on

occasion whereof the merchants come hither to us and take of us these elephants' bones. The time of the fair is now at hand, and when they come to

us, I will send thee with them and give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own country.'.One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman

came in to him and said, "O my lord, the Jew goeth to the house of such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone, taking with
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him none but myself. As he went along, he said to me, "Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going till we

came to the door of the house and stood there till a slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she opened the door,

whereupon, without further parley, we forced our way into the house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon

with four estrades, and cooking-pots and candles therein. When her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome

and fair welcome! Great honour hath betided me by my lord's visit and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".?STORY OF THE DETHRONED

KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND GOOD WERE RESTORED TO HIM..'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with

this, O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might

and majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away!

This may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to

slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.Some misconception seems to exist as to the story of Seif dhoul Yezen, a fragment of

which was translated by Dr. Habicht and included, with a number of tales from the Breslau Text, in the fourteenth Vol. of the extraordinary

gallimaufry published by him in 1824-5 as a complete translation of the 1001 Nights (224) and it has, under the mistaken impression that this long

but interesting Romance forms part of the Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night, been suggested that a complete translation of it should be

included in the present publication. The Romance in question does not, however, in any way, belong to my original and forms no part of the

Breslau Text, as will be at once apparent from an examination of the Table of Contents of the latter (see post, p. 261), by which all the Nights are

accounted for. Dr. Habicht himself tells us, in his preface to the first Vol. of the Arabic Text, that he found the fragment (undivided into Nights) at

the end of the fifth Volume of his MS., into which other detached tales, having no connection with the Nights, appear to have also found their way.

This being the case, it is evident that the Romance of Seif dhoul Yezen in no way comes within the scope of the present work and would (apart

from the fact that its length would far overpass my limits) be a manifestly improper addition to it. It is, however, possible that, should I come across

a suitable text of the work, I may make it the subject of a separate publication; but this is, of course, a matter for future consideration..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the day resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its shrouding

darkness were..? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet perishing for yearning and body-worn is he..Clemency, Of, i. 120..115.

The Angel of Death and the King of the Children of Israel cccclxiii.? ? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy face, My life is perished with desire

straightway..Zubeideh, El Mamoun and, i. 199.? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that languished with longing endure A burden of

passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and

drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars

and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning

to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:.Then the king summoned

the cadi and the witnesses and bade them many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the king had made a

bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides and did away

their maidenhead and loved them and were vouchsafed children by them..When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to

his bosom. Then he went forth from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile.

Presently, she laid it down and taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have moved

inanimate things [to delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? They left me and content

forthright forsook my heart,.? ? ? ? ? a. The Lackpenny and the Cook cclxxiii.When she had made an end of her song, she wept and Noureddin

wept also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the following verses:.When her mother went out from her, Mariyeh fell to chiding the

damsel for that which she had done and said to her, "Verily, death were leifer to me than this; so look thou discover not my affair to any and I

charge thee return not to the like of this fashion." Then she swooned away and lay awhile without life, and when she came to herself, she saw

Shefikeh weeping over her; whereupon she took the necklace from her neck and the mantle from her body and said to the damsel, "Lay them in a

napkin of damask and carry them to El Abbas and acquaint him with that wherein I am for the persistence of estrangement and the effects of

forbiddance." So Shefikeh took them and carried them to El Abbas, whom she found in act to depart, for that he was about to take horse for Yemen.

She went in to him and gave him the napkin and that which was therein, and when he opened it and saw what it contained, to wit, the mantle and

the necklace, his vexation was excessive and his eyes were distorted, [so that the whites thereof appeared] and his rage was manifest in

them..Looking to the Issues of Affairs, Of, i. 80..When the king saw this, he cried out and his wife wept in the ship and offered to cast herself into

the sea; but the Magian bade the sailors lay hands on her. So they seized her and it was but a little while ere the night darkened and the ship

disappeared from the king's eyes; whereupon he swooned away for excess of weeping and lamentation and passed his night bewailing his wife and

children..They tell that Haroun er Reshid was sitting one day to do away grievances, when there came up to him a woman and said to him, "O

Commander of the Faithful, may God accomplish thine affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee and increase thee in

elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85) and wrought equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were present with him, "Know ye what

this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they answered, "Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O Commander of the Faithful." "Nay,"
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rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this an imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!' she hath taken it from the

saying of the poet, 'When an affair is accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation, whenas it is said, "It is accomplished."' As

for her saying 'God cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they

rejoiced in that which they were given, we took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for her saying, 'God increase thee in

elevation!' she took it from the saying of the poet, 'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he falleth.' And as for her saying,

'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,' it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind or turn aside, verily,

God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of

God before thine eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the following verses:.112. Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar

dccccxli.? ? ? ? ? And who can tell if ever house shall us together bring In union of life serene and undisturbed content?.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and

his Son. dcccclxxx.So Ishac returned to the slave-dealer and said to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O my lord,' answered the old man;

and Ishac said, 'In the corridor is a cell and therein a damsel pale of colour. What is her price in money and how much dost thou ask for her?, Quoth

the slave-dealer, 'She whom thou mentionest is called Tuhfet el Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El Hemca?' asked Ishac, and the old man

replied, 'Her price hath been paid down an hundred times and she still saith, "Show me him who desireth to buy me;" and when I show her to him,

she saith, "This fellow is not to my liking; he hath in him such and such a default." And in every one who would fain buy her she allegeth some

default or other, so that none careth now to buy her and none seeketh her, for fear lest she discover some default in him.' Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh

presently to sell herself; so go thou to her and enquire of her and see her price and send her to the palace.' 'O my lord,' answered Said, 'her price is

an hundred dinars, though, were she whole of this paleness that is upon her face, she would be worth a thousand; but folly and pallor have

diminished her value; and behold, I will go to her and consult her of this.' So he betook himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt thou be sold to Ishac

ben Ibrahim el Mausili?' 'Yes,' answered she, and he said, 'Leave frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen to be in the house of Ishac the

boon-companion?' (176).? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in

vain..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR..Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain have been in his place; and when he was

weary of looking for his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with certain of his partisans and they said, 'The

vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's brother cast about for the ruin of the vizier,

but could find no means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said to his wife, 'What deemest thou will

advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who inciteth my brother to devoutness with all

his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to him the governance of all things and

matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so thou wilt help me in that which I shall

say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it

artfully.'.87. The Lovers of the Benou Tai dclxxiii.So saying, he went up to the princess and laying his hand upon her heart, found it fluttering like

a doveling and the life yet clinging to (112) her bosom. So he laid his hand upon her cheek, whereupon she opened her eyes and beckoning to her

maid, signed to her, as who should say, "Who is this that treadeth my carpet and transgresseth against me?" (113) "O my lady," answered Shefikeh,

"this is Prince El Abbas, for whose sake thou departest the world." When Mariyeh heard speak of El Abbas, she raised her hand from under the

coverlet and laying it upon his neck, inhaled his odour awhile. Then she sat up and her colour returned to her and they sat talking till a third part of

the night was past..84. The Devout Woman and the two Wicked Elders cccxciv.The Khalif smiled and said to his eunuch, "O Mesrour, verily

women are little of wit. I conjure thee, by Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me but now?" ["Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered

Mesrour] Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, laughing from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy jesting? Is it not enough that Aboulhusn is dead,

but thou must kill my slave-girl also and bereave us of the two and style me little of wit?" "Indeed," answered the Khalif, "it is Nuzhet el Fuad who

is dead." And Zubeideh said, "Indeed he hath not been with thee, nor hast thou seen him, and none was with me but now but Nuzhet el Fuad, and

she sorrowful, weeping, with her clothes torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and indeed I was

awaiting thy coming, so I might condole with thee for thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el Khelia, and was about to send for thee." The Khalif

laughed and said, "None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord; none is dead but Aboulhusn.".? ? ? ? ? And hope thou not for

aught from me, who reck not with a folk To mix, who may with abjectness infect my royal line.
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