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THE DARK TIME, THE HAND, AND ROKE SCHOOL."Worms," said the helmsman, the master's brother. "Catch fish anywhere near Roke,
you'll find em.As he left the battlefield it began to rain, and he saw his enemy's true name written in raindrops."Very well," said the Herbal, with
his patient, troubled look; and he went aside a little, and.Sail home to the houses of the sunrise, Hasa.."Let me in, mother," he whispered in the
tongue that was as old as the hill. The ground shivered a."Why can't I give myself my own true name?" Dragonfly asked, while Rose washed the
knife and her."If I did, it would be up to you all to approve or disapprove," said he..another shining objects, were inflating something -- but I did
not even look in their direction. In.which it's not only difficult but actually wrong, harmful, to suppress.".know out of you just with a word or two,
and your wits with it. I've seen what old Whiteface.over the antique descriptions of harikki and otak and icebear. But Tern went ashore on every
isle,.dying of South Port. Hemlock was glad to let him do so. His own pleasure was in studying and, as.here is of any account. And one day the
dragon will come into its strength. If it takes a thousand."Whom do you serve?" asked the shorter and younger of the women, speaking for the first
time. She."What now?".murrain. The supply of food they had brought, meager to start with, was about to run out. Instead."At least he's not seeing
the witch's girl," said Golden. "That's done with." Later on it occurred."I used him to help me get here and to tell me what to say to the
Doorkeeper," Irian said. "I'm not here to fool anybody, but to learn what I need to know.".were filled with displays, I had had a cloudy sky over me;
how, then, did it happen that now, a.in the earliest days dragons and human beings were all one kind. Eventually these dragon-people.Yet as Dory
spoke he saw what the girl saw: a long hill going down into darkness, and across it,."I was just talking, just to talk, it had no. . .".thirties, with a
blunt face and a pleasant look, dressed plain, though the cob that stood behind."Di thought it up," Rose said.."But the spirit of rivalry worked in the
boy as he grew to be a man. It's a strong spirit on Roke: always to do better than the others, always to be first... The art becomes a contest, a game.
The end becomes a means to an end less than itself... There was no man there more greatly gifted than this man, yet if any did better than he in any
thing, he found it hard to bear. It frightened him, it galled him.."They're men of the Hand, Dory, one short and pretty and one tall and proud, and
they say they're.and stone. You'd best go on. Farewell, Aihal. Keep the-keep the mouth open, for once, eh?".Before their marriage, a mage or
wizard, whose name is never given except as the Enemy of Morred or the Wandlord, had paid court to Elfarran. Unforgiving and determined to
possess her, in the few years of peace that followed the marriage this man developed immense power of magery. After five years he came forth and
announced, in the words of the poem,."He does. But, admitting it unlikely, admitting it impossible - if we did defeat him - if he went back into
death and left us here alive - what would we do? What comes next?".with the pines. Some good wood for furniture could be salvaged from
them..across her half-filled glass, until the end of the golden chain around her fingers dipped into the.A shock-haired, bright-eyed woman with a
candle bound to her forehead set down her pick to show.does here. If he uses only sorcery and means no harm. As I do..When he added that little
questioning "eh?" or "neh?" to the end of what had seemed a statement it.Medra bowed his head, standing there. "Anieb," he said, "can you come
back this far? I don't know the way." He waited a while. He saw darkness, heard silence. Slow and halting, he entered the passage.."Has it come to
this," the Namer said, "that we stand at the edge of the forest Segoy planted and talk of how to destroy one another?".enemy, he had one such group
investigated. They turned out to be a lot of old women, midwives,.the stone circle where the singer had appeared; in the next avenue I came upon a
robot mowing.invasion. Venway, Torheven and the Torikles, Spevy, Perregal, and parts of Gont were under Kargish.They say she lived in a cave
under Roke Knoll, never coming into the daylight, but weaving vast."But even if he's gone," she said, "surely some of the Masters are truly
wise?".Now Medra felt that he had been asked the question on which the rest of his life hung, for good or.could be anything. Horses!
Bears!"."Study with Master Hemlock?" said Diamond, his voice up half an octave..Diamond cried, and was carried off in a swirl of young men and
women, all laughing and chattering..hands in the salt water..For a while I let myself be carried along by the white walkway, until it occurred to
me.wizard's fiery visions, with her. Over and over he saw the wizard fall, saw the earth close. He."Oh, it's no good, I know it's no good. Nothing's
any good with a drunkard," she said. She wiped her eyes with her apron. "Was that what broke you," she said, "the drink?".internal quarrels, but the
disintegration of the society of the Archipelago worsened as the years.Anieb's understanding was that lamp. Each step revealed the next step he
must take, but he could.truths, immutable simplicities..IT WAS RAINING AGAIN, and the wizard of Re Albi was sorely tempted to make a
weather spell, just a."Do people still live there?" Medra asked, and the master said, "Witches," while his brother said,.The Creation of Ea is the
foundation of education in the Archipelago, By the age of six or seven,.not bend.."Dark is bad," said the Patterner. "Eh?".had her name and with it
the power to make her do whatever he wanted, days ago, weeks ago, with a."It always seemed to me they're sort of alike," he said, "magic and
music. Spells and tunes. For one thing, you have to get them just exactly right."."Magic won't die on Roke," said Veil. "On Roke all spells are
strong. So said Ath himself. And you have walked under the trees... Our job must be to keep that strength. Hide it, yes. Hoard it, as a young dragon
hoards up its fire. And share it. But only here. Pass it on, one to the next, here, where it's safe, and where the great robbers and killers would least
look for it, since no one here is of any account. And one day the dragon will come into its strength. If it takes a thousand years...".So he cherished
his free hours as if they were actual meetings with her. He had always loved her, but had not understood that he loved her beyond anyone and
anything. When he was with her, even when he was down on the docks thinking of her, he was alive. He never felt entirely alive in Master
Hemlock's house and presence. He felt a little dead. Not dead, but a little dead.."No. So this drinking is like wearing clothes? Just as
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necessary?".tongue?"."Keep away. No! No! I beg you!".And Early had a good chance of tracing him. Losen's power stretched all across Havnor
and the.He had never told Ogion anything about his first teacher, a sorcerer of no fame, even in Gont, and perhaps of ill fame. There was some
mystery or shame connected with Ard. Though he was talkative, for a wizard, Heleth was silent as a stone about some things. Ogion, who respected
silence, had never asked him about his teacher..along the platform. The rocket on which I had arrived was resting in a deep bay, separated
from.And these may be true temptations to the wizard! It's a wonderful thing to fly on the wings of a.storm of praise ran through him..That is,
human beings chose to have possessions and dragons chose not to. But, as there are."Is she misnamed?" the Doorkeeper asked the Namer.."So you
put a spell on yourself," she said, "just as that wizard put one on you. A spell to keep.terrible long way down to the sea, surely. With this wizard on
your scent, how are you to go.Our herd's been all right," and she made the sign to avert evil. "I keep em close in. Out on the.He gave a sharp look at
his staff, which leaned in the corner behind the door. He put the eggs in the larder, ate an apple quickly because he was hungry, and took his staff. It
was yew, bound at the foot with copper, worn to silk at the grip. Nemmerle had given it to him.."Craftily," said Ember..the wet rocks afterward,
because he was very cold. One arm hurt and had no strength in it..How long had he been standing here? Why was he standing here? He had been
thinking about mud,.under the eaves making soft, shrewish remarks about rain..consulting her every time Diamond had a hangnail, and telling her
more than she or anyone ought to.So it proved. Indeed, to Golden's amazement, Master Hemlock sent back a scrupulous two-fifths of.To bring the
past along with us through time in the hold-alls of myth and history is a heavy.BUT OF COURSE he went down to Havnor South Port, in one of
his father's carts driven by one of his father's carters, along with Master Hemlock. As a rule, people do what wizards advise them to do. And it is no
small honor to be invited by a wizard to be his student or apprentice. Hemlock, who had won his staff on Roke, was used to having boys come to
him begging to be tested and, if they had the gift for it, taught. He was a little curious about this boy whose cheerful good manners hid some
reluctance or self-doubt. It was the father's idea, not the boy's, that he was gifted. That was unusual, though perhaps not so unusual among the
wealthy as among common folk. At any rate he came with a very good prenticing fee paid beforehand in gold and ivory. If he had the makings of a
wizard Hemlock would train him, and if he had, as Hemlock suspected, a mere childish flair, then he'd be sent home with what remained of his fee.
Hemlock was an honest, upright, humorless, scholarly wizard with little interest in feelings or ideas. His gift was for names. "The art begins and
ends in naming," he said, which indeed is true, although there may be a good deal between the beginning and the end..decision that he had taken his
own form, but that in touching this ground, this hill, he had.She was in his charge, in his care, he had known that when he saw her. Though she
came to destroy Roke, as she had said, he must serve her. He did so willingly. She had walked with him in the forest, tall, awkward, fearless; she
had put aside the thorny arms of brambles with her big, careful hand. Her eyes, amber brown like the water of the Thwilburn in shadow, had looked
at everything; she had listened; she had been still. He wanted to protect her and knew he could not. He had given her a little warmth when she was
cold. He had nothing else to give her. Where she must go she would go. She did not understand danger. She had no wisdom but her innocence, no
amour but her anger. Who are you, Irian? he said to her, watching her crouched there like an animal locked in its muteness..horses, inhabited only
by nesting swallows that swooped about over the roofs calling their quick.what seemed the confines of the wood. They walked there in silence, and
spoke seldom when they.he called it to himself. The ship would float, and handle well, and steer, but she would never."You fly?".the land altered
with time and chance..Oh, it's time, and past time. We must deliver the King. We must find the great lode. It is here; there is no doubt of that: 'The
womb of the Mother lies under Samory."".again. A great, desolate anger swelled up in him. There was no good, no good in anything..showered
with a fine powder of disintegrating, dying fireflies, black, gold. At the very edge, a.She hesitated, seeming for a moment to yield, to come to him,
and then cried out, "I am not only.must be sacrifice not only of base flesh but also of inferior spirit. The great fire in the tower.The Doorkeeper
came back and said, "Come, Irian, and meet the Masters of Roke." Her heart began to.He finished his soup, and she took the bowl. She sat down in
her place, the stool by the oil lamp.group of people under the big oak on the hilltop. When Tarry's band of harp, fife, viol, and drum.go at a
carthorse gallop. She followed him through the maze of corridors to a dark-walled room.So the pattern of the years was set for Tern. In the late
spring he would go out in Hopeful,.They would ask all the other Masters to meet with them in the Grove. "But he won't come," Deyala.clear
moment here and there, though all between those moments is darkness. They are like glimpses."If the Grove were cut, all wizardry would fail. The
roots of those trees are the roots of knowledge. The patterns the shadows of their leaves make in the sunlight write the words Segoy spoke in the
Making.".or hints of a greater mastery. As one true element controlled all substances, one true knowledge.to name yourself.".and flew..By now the
place that the girl had pointed out to me was deserted. After this incident I."Plast. You don't know what that is?".go "there and back again," and
"there" is always the beloved familiar Shire. Don Quixote sets out.learned his true name from the trees of the Immanent Grove, and become the
Patterner of Roke, All."But that's. . . you think that I keep all these bottles here, in my apartment?"."They sent me here. They said, "All the
foreigners in one basket."" The stranger was in his."Irian," he said, and now her name came easily, sweet and cool as spring water in his dry mouth.
"Irian, here's what you must do to enter the Great House..."."There's nobody in the village could change that," she said. She looked up into his face
for a.a forester reported an infestation in the chestnut groves, and when he found a mule-dealer had.prejudice certainly influenced Halkel, the first
Archmage, in creating his own authoritative.separately. They did not even hold it against me that I got Olaf to rebel (because if it had not
been.soul! But they put men where we put the world. And so they hold that a true wizard must be a man..pleased her, tonight. She drifted and
floated, her hands slipping over silken underwater rocks and.and eyes, and a head of wild dusty hair. She was yelling, "Down! Back to the house,
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you carrion,.saying, "You can learn about the Grove only in it and from it." A few days later she came down to.followed..by this wild scheme, now
she was embarked on it. There was no telling. She was solemnly, heavily."He's ten times the use and company to me my brother is," she said. "And
a kind true man, as I.the story of Morred, called the Mage-King, the White Enchanter, and the Young King. Morred came of.cousins while they
rebuilt their burned house as best they could. They welcomed him with.of riding twenty or thirty miles to restock, they wanted to cut the tongue out
of a steer that had.Silence apparently did not notice the pause or the extreme softness of Dulse's voice. "Milk,.Roasters die in a year or two. Where
to, dowser?".When Veil came up from town to bring them the last of the late peaches, they laughed; peaches were.shadows of the leaves..liquid.
She leaned still closer. I could smell her breath. If she was drunk, it was not on alcohol..The deeds and lays that tell of raids by dragons and
counterforays by wizards portray the dragons."Gully," he named himself after a pause, and she thought it was a name he had made up to call
himself. It did not fit him. Nothing about him fit together, made a whole. Yet she felt no distrust of him. She was easy with him. He meant no harm
to her. She thought there was kindness in him, the way he spoke of the animals. He would have a way with them, she thought. He was like an
animal himself, a silent, damaged creature that needed protection but couldn't ask for it.
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