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The king gave him money and men and troops galore and Bekhtzeman said in himself, 'Now am I fortified with this army and needs must I conquer
my enemy therewith and overcome him;' but he said not, 'With the aid of God the Most High.' So his enemy met him and overcame him again and
he was defeated and put to the rout and fled at a venture. His troops were dispersed from him and his money lost and the enemy followed after him.
So he sought the sea and passing over to the other side, saw a great city and therein a mighty citadel. He asked the name of the city and to whom it
belonged and they said to him, 'It belongeth to Khedidan the king.' So he fared on till he came to the king's palace aud concealing his condition,
passed himself off for a horseman (120) and sought service with King Khedidan, who attached him to his household and entreated him with
honour; but his heart still clave to his country and his home..? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.? ? ? ? ? The billows of
thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore; I sink and all in vain for succour I implore..When it was the ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and] said, one
to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him with a story;
so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel together and were of accord that they
should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art
heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and drinking and diversion
and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk
will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou
go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am become a byword in the city, and what is thine
advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be estopped from us.'".55. The Ruined Man who became
Rich again through a Dream cccli.The Eighteenth Night of the Month..5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.Son, The
Rich Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..When the company heard this story, they marvelled thereat with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer,
who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell me that which is rarer and more
extraordinary than this..Then they returned to Dinarzad and displayed her in the fifth dress and in the sixth, which was green. Indeed, she
overpassed with her loveliness the fair of the four quarters of the world and outshone, with the brightness of her countenance, the full moon at its
rising; for she was even as saith of her the poet in the following verses:.Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..Now there was in the house
a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did, he thought she would butt with him; so he broke his halter and
running at her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the Persian started up from sleep in haste and seeing
the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O accursed one, doth not what thou hast already
done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the middle of the night..The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the
chamber of wine, ii. 224..Now the man who had stolen the clothes and forged a lie against the pious woman, pretending that he was her lover,
sickened of a sore sickness, and his people took him up and set out with him to visit the holy woman, and Destiny brought them all together by the
way. So they fared on, till they came to the city wherein the man dwelt for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems, to deliver him from torment,
and found him about to travel to her, by reason of a sickness that had betided him. So they all fared on together, unknowing that the holy woman
was she whom they had so foully wronged, and ceased not going till they came to her city and foregathered at the gates of her palace, to wit, that
wherein was the tomb of the king's daughter..When the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him not
to lie and that nought would avail him but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he
abide it, though his day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and
overmastering desire and the affliction written upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When
King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But
Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the
guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".So
the wicked man attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom became disordered, by dint of
ill governance, and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty of
his [late] skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he sent after him and brought him and the wicked
man before him and summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them leave to talk and dispute and
forbade the wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised God the Most High and lauded Him
and glorified Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the wicked man and overcame him and put him to silence; nor did he
cease from him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance [and turning away] from that which he had believed..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's
Story cxlix.? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall of care, for long desire to wakefulness a prey..? ? ? ? ? q.
The Shepherd and the Thief dccccxxi.17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.When thou comest to the house, begin by searching the roofs; then
search the closets and cabinets; and if thou find nought, humble thyself unto the Cadi and make a show of abjection and feign thyself defeated, and
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after stand at the door and look as if thou soughtest a place wherein to make water, for that there is a dark corner there. Then come forward, with a
heart stouter than granite, and lay hold upon a jar of the jars and raise it from its place. Thou wilt find under it the skirt of a veil; bring it out
publicly and call the prefect in a loud voice, before those who are present. Then open it and thou wilt find it full of blood, exceeding of redness,
(103) and in it [thou wilt find also] a woman's shoes and a pair of trousers and somewhat of linen." When I heard this from her, I rose to go out and
she said to me, "Take these hundred dinars, so they may advantage thee; and this is my guest-gift to thee." So I took them and bidding her farewell,
returned to my lodging..37. Abou Mohammed the Lazy ccc.146. The Lovers of Bassora dcxciii.Meanwhile, King Azadbekht and his wife stayed
not in their flight till they came to [the court of] the King of Fars, (97) whose name was Kutrou. (98) When they presented themselves to him, he
entreated them with honour and entertained them handsomely, and Azadbekht told him his story, first and last. So he gave him a great army and
wealth galore and he abode with him some days, till he was rested, when he made ready with his host and setting out for his own dominions, waged
war upon Isfehend and falling in upon the capital, defeated the rebel vizier and slew him. Then he entered the city and sat down on the throne of his
kingship; and whenas he was rested and the kingdom was grown peaceful for him, he despatched messengers to the mountain aforesaid in quest of
the child; but they returned and informed the king that they had not found him..Firouz and his Wife, i. 209..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the
Cripple dcxvi.? ? ? ? ? Would he were not who sundered us upon the parting day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.? ?
? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx.Women's Craft, ii. 287..When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she wept sore; whereupon
quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God the Most High is near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she took the lute and sang
three songs, weeping the while. 'By Allah,' said the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it disappeared and the
season of sundown came. So she arose [and betook herself] to her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from under the earth and
kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn appeared and saluted her and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently, up came Kemeriyeh
and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat down; whereupon the tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were removed and there
came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now
she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.O amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii. 24..120. The Pious Black Slave
cccclxvii.Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, iii. 191..? ? ? ? ? Were I cut off, beloved, from hope of thy return, Slumber,
indeed, for ever my wakeful lids would flee..? ? ? ? ? m. The Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were Restored to Him dcccci.On this wise
they abode a whole year, at the end of which time Selim said to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me nor can I abide with you
in contentment till I get me tidings of my sister and learn in what issue her affair hath resulted and how she hath fared after me. Wherefore I will go
and be absent from you a year's space; then will I return to you, so it please God the Most High and I accomplish of this that which I hope.' Quoth
she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go with thee and help thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee myself therein.' So she took a
ship and loaded it with all manner things of price, goods and treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed one of the viziers, a man in
whom she trusted and in his fashion and ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence, saying to him, 'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and
ordain all that whereof thou hast need..Then she arose and returned to her chamber..166. Aboulhusn of Khorassan dcccclix.? ? ? ? ? Yea,
"Welcome! Fair welcome to those who draw near!" I called out aloud, as to meet you I flew..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor
dxliii.? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my root neath the flood And my branches turn back to it there..?THE NINTH OFFICER'S STORY..The fuller gave
not over sleeping till sunrise, when he awoke and finding himself in this plight, misdoubted of his affair and imagined that he was a Turk and abode
putting one foot forward and drawing the other back. Then said he in himself, 'I will go to my dwelling, and if my wife know me, then am I Ahmed
the fuller; but, if she know me not, I am a Turk.' So he betook himself to his house; but when the artful baggage his wife saw him, she cried out in
his face, saying, 'Whither away, O trooper? Wilt thou break into the house of Ahmed the fuller, and he a man of repute, having a brother-in-law a
Turk, a man of high standing with the Sultan? An thou depart not, I will acquaint my husband and he will requite thee thy deed.'.? ? ? ? ? Till in a
robe of sandal green 'twas clad And veil that blended rose and flame (216) in hue..82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster
dclxvii.Then he turned back, pondering upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse and sat down by him.
He fixed his eyes upon his face and considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may be Melik Shah.' And he fell
a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye, O youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village
and where is thy dwelling?' The youth sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?'
Quoth the other, 'I am from such a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him and knew
him. So he rose and embraced him and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him and
informed him that he was come privily from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive and
well, though she saw him not..As for Er Reshid, he shut himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found her a clean maid and rejoiced in her; and she
took high rank in his heart, so that he could not endure from her a single hour and committed to her the keys of the affairs of the realm, for that
which he saw in her of good breeding and wit and modesty. Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand dinars and clothes
and trinkets and jewels and precious stones, worth the kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for her, he would not entrust her to any of
the slave-girls or eunuchs; but, whenas he went out from her, he locked the door upon her and took the key with him, against he should return to
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her, forbidding the damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest they should slay her or practise on her with knife or poison; and on this wise he abode
awhile..5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan xx.Sitt el Milah, Noureddin Ali of Damascus and, iii. 3..There was once an Arab
of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused,
and they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner goodly and
pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of music and
store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for there was
none among those with whom he was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided was all
whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but found none of
them in his house..When she had made an end of her song, the Commander of the Faithful said to her, "O damsel, thou art in love." "Yes,"
answered she. And he said, "With whom?" Quoth she, "With my lord and my master, my love for whom is as the love of the earth for rain, or as the
love of the female for the male; and indeed the love of him is mingled with my flesh and my blood and hath entered into the channels of my bones.
O Commander of the Faithful, whenas I call him to mind, mine entrails are consumed, for that I have not accomplished my desire of him, and but
that I fear to die, without seeing him, I would assuredly kill myself." And he said, "Art thou in my presence and bespeakest me with the like of
these words? I will assuredly make thee forget thy lord.".Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O
queen of delight! None can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and
sang the following verses:.Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii. 230..So the vizier returned to the king and said
to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited grievous punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel
should ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had
taught the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the
king, who let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..Police, El
Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble for birling at the wine,
Whether in morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..Hardly had we settled ourselves in the
place when we heard a noise of kicking [at the door] and people running right and left and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath any one passed
by thee?" "Nay," answered he; "none hath passed by me." But they ceased not to go round about the shop till the day broke, when they turned back,
disappointed. Then the cook removed the grass and said to us, "Arise, for ye are delivered from death." So we arose, and we were uncovered,
without mantle or veil; but the cook carried us up into his house and we sent to our lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto God the
Most High and renounced singing, (138) for indeed this was a great deliverance after stress.'.With this the king bade the vizier go away to his
lodging, and when he arose in the morning, he abode his day in his house..Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii.
86..After this came the horseman, who had taken Abou Sabir's wife, and complained of her to the king that she would not give him possession of
herself, avouching that she was his wife. The king bade bring her before him, that he might hear her speech and pronounce judgment upon her. So
the horseman came with her before him, and when the king saw her, he knew her and taking her from her ravisher, bade put the latter to death.
Then he became aware of the troops, that they murmured against him and spoke of him as a tyrant; so he turned to his officers and viziers and said
to them, 'As for me, by God the Great, I am not the king's brother! Nay, I am but one whom the king imprisoned upon a word he heard from me and
used every day to taunt me therewith. Ye think that I am the king's brother; but I am Abou Sabir and God hath given me the kingship in virtue of
my patience. As for the king who sought protection of me and I despoiled him, it was he who first wronged me, for that he despoiled me aforetime
and drove me forth of my native land and banished me, without due [cause]; wherefore I requited him with that which he had done to me, in the
way of lawful vengeance. As for the thieves who proffered repentance, there was no repentance for them with me, for that they began upon me with
foul [dealing] and waylaid me by the road and despoiled me and took my good and my sons. Now these two boys, that I took of them and whom ye
deemed slaves, are my very sons; so I avenged myself on the thieves of that which they did with me aforetime and requited them with equity. As
for the horseman whom I slew, the woman I took from him was my wife and he took her by force, but God the Most High hath restored her [to
me]; so this was my right, and my deed that I have done was just, albeit ye, [judging] by the outward of the matter, deemed that I had done this by
way of tyranny.' When the folk heard this, they marvelled and fell prostrate before him; and they redoubled in esteem for him and exceeding
affection and excused themselves to him, marvelling at that which God had done with him and how He had given him the kingship by reason of his
longsuffering and his patience and how he had raised himself by his patience from the bottom of the pit to the throne of the kingdom, what while
God cast down the [late] king from the throne into the pit. (109) Then Abou Sabir foregathered with his wife and said to her, 'How deemest thou of
the fruit of patience and its sweetness and the fruit of haste and its bitterness? Verily, all that a man doth of good and evil, he shall assuredly abide.'
On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "it behoveth thee to practise patience, whenas it is possible to thee, for that patience is of the
fashion of the noble, and it is the chiefest of their reliance, especially for kings.".Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..Speedy Relief of
God, Of the, i. 174..Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who married his Fair, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dccccvi.On
this wise they abode months and years and the queen-mother ceased not to do thus till the cook's brother came to the town in his ship, and with him
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Selim. So he landed with the youth and showed him to the queen, [that she might buy him]. When she saw him, she augured well of him; so she
bought him from the cook's brother and was kind to him and entreated him with honour. Then she fell to proving him in his parts and making assay
of him in his affairs and found in him all that is in kings' sons of understanding and breeding and goodly manners and qualities..Now the woman
was in a chest and two youths of the pages of the late king, who were now in the new king's service, were those who had been charged with the
guardianship of the vessel and the goods. When the evening evened on them, the two youths fell a-talking and recounted that which had befallen
them in their days of childhood and the manner of the going forth of their father and mother from their country and royal estate, whenas the wicked
overcame their land, and [called to mind] how they had gone astray in the forest and how fate had made severance between them and their parents;
brief, they recounted their story, from beginning to end. When the woman heard their talk, she knew that they were her very sons and cried out to
them from the chest, saying, 'I am your mother such an one, and the token between you and me is thus and thus.' The young men knew the token
and falling upon the chest, broke the lock and brought out their mother, who strained them to her breast, and they fell upon her and swooned away,
all three..Accordingly the nurse returned to El Abbas, without letter or answer; and when she came in to him, he saw that she was troubled and
noted the marks of chagrin on her face; so he said to her, "What is this plight?" Quoth she, "I cannot set out to thee that which Mariyeh said; for
indeed she charged me return to thee without letter or answer." "O nurse of kings," rejoined El Abbas, "I would have thee carry her this letter and
return not to her without it." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn,
Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dcxiii.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Officer's Story dccccxxx.They gave not
over drinking and carousing till the middle of the night, when the Khalif said to his host, "O my brother, hast thou in thy heart a wish thou wouldst
have accomplished or a regret thou wouldst fain do away?" "By Allah," answered he, "there is no regret in my heart save that I am not gifted with
dominion and the power of commandment and prohibition, so I might do what is in my mind!" Quoth the Khalif, "For God's sake, O my brother,
tell me what is in thy mind!" And Aboulhusn said, "I would to God I might avenge myself on my neighbours, for that in my neighbourhood is a
mosque and therein four sheikhs, who take it ill, whenas there cometh a guest to me, and vex me with talk and molest me in words and threaten me
that they will complain of me to the Commander of the Faithful, and indeed they oppress me sore, and I crave of God the Most High one day's
dominion, that I may beat each of them with four hundred lashes, as well as the Imam of the mosque, and parade them about the city of Baghdad
and let call before them, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso exceedeth [in talk] and spiteth the folk and troubleth on them their
joys.' This is what I wish and no more.".Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73..? ? ? ? ? The road of right thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked
grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay..Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I
shall myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be
brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a servant unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of
the crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth the cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said,
'The cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, iii. 199..? ? ? ? ? From mine own land, to visit thee, I came at
love's command, For all the distance did forbid,'twixt me and thee that spread..? ? ? ? ? Ah, then will I begin on you with chiding than the breeze
More soft, ay pleasanter than clear cold water and more sweet..So the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou
goest under a delusion. The purse is with me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper answered
him with impatience and impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know
that it is in the warrant of God and my heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but I began by demanding that which
I deposited with this man, of my knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to silence and returned not
an answer; [and the] only [result of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..101. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of
Cairo dcclxvi.? ? ? ? ? Why to estrangement and despite inclin'st thou with the spy? Yet that a bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small
wonder 'twere..The folk of the quarter heard him and assembled under the window; and when he was ware of them, he opened the window and said
to them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own house doth what he will and none hindereth him; but we drink one poor day and ye
assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another] matter; and from hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they
laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and wept, and the old man said to her, "What
maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied she, "I am a lover and separated [from him I love]." Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?"
"And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all my life heard I of this thing, nor have I
ever known it! Is it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as those of whom the poet speaketh, when as
he saith ..." And she repeated the following verses:.10. Women's Craft cxcv-cc.61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.Issues of
Good and Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..Presently, the chief workman came to the palace and sought an audience of the king, who bade admit him.
So he entered and kissing the earth, saluted him with a salutation beseeming kings and said, "O king of the time and lord of the age and the day,
may felicity endure unto thee and acceptance and be thy rank exalted over all the kings both morning and evening! (58) The work of the bath is
accomplished, by the king's fair fortune and the eminence of his magnanimity, (59) and indeed we have done all that behoved us and there
remaineth but that which behoveth the king." El Aziz ordered him a sumptuous dress of honour and expended monies galore, giving unto each who
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had wroughten, after the measure of his work. Then he assembled in the bath all the grandees of his state, amirs and viziers and chamberlains and
lieutenants, and the chief officers of his realm and household, and sending for his son El Abbas, said to him,"O my son, I have builded thee a bath,
wherein thou mayst take thy pleasance; so enter thou therein, that thou mayst see it and divert thyself by gazing upon it and viewing the goodliness
of its ordinance and decoration." "With all my heart," replied the prince and entered the bath, he and the king and the folk about them, so they
might divert themselves with viewing that which the workmen's hands had wroughten..88. The Mad Lover dclxxiv.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Officer's
Story dccccxxxiv.Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique among the folk of her time, and I hear that
she singeth upon all sweet- scented flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of wonderment thereat. But there remaineth
somewhat of sweet-scented flowers, that she hath not besung, such as the myrtle and the tuberose and the jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.'
Then he signed to her to sing upon the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might hear, and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took
the lute and played thereon in many modes, then returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.When the night darkened on her, she
called him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained
from food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without
recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I may look on it before my death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for
her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had been present on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him,
"Why do I see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I
questioned her to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks
nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young Damascene and I counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that he hath
foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of
him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me from the Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her
sickness; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint me therewith.'".?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..As for the youth, he gave his
governor a thousand dirhems and despatched him to his father, to fetch money from him, so he might pay the rest of the girl's price, saying to him,
'Be not [long] absent.' But the governor said in himself, 'How shall I go to his father and say to him, "Thy son hath wasted thy money and wantoned
it away"? (180) With what eye shall I look on him, and indeed, I am he in whom he confided and to whom he hath entrusted his son? Indeed, this
were ill seen. Nay, I will fare on to the pilgrimage (181) [with the caravan of pilgrims], in despite of this fool of a youth; and when he is weary [of
waiting], he will demand back the money [he hath already paid] and return to his father, and I shall be quit of travail and reproach.' So he went on
with the caravan to the pilgrimage (182) and took up his abode there..? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came flocking onto it: With cries of
joy and welcome their voices they did rear..71. Haroun er Reshid and the two Girls ccclxxxvii.On this wise I abode a while of time, every day
shooting an elephant, whereupon my master came and carried it away, till, one day, as I sat hidden in the tree, there came up elephants without
number, roaring and trumpeting, so that meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They all made for the tree whereon I was and the girth whereof
was fifty cubits, and compassed it about. Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and winding his trunk about it, tugged at it, till he plucked it up
by the roots and cast it to the ground. I fell among the elephants, and the great elephant, coming up to me, as I lay aswoon for affright, wound his
trunk about me and tossing me on to his back, made off with me, accompanied by the others; nor did he leave faring on with me, and I absent from
the world, till he brought me to a certain place and casting me down from off his back, went away, followed by the rest. I lay there awhile, till my
trouble subsided and my senses returned to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and found myself on a great hill, stretching far and wide
and all of elephants' bones. So I knew that this was their burial-place and that they had brought me thither on account of the bones..? ? ? ? ? Light
of mine eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on thy face can never sate their drought..After this, the authorities compounded
with the highwayman for his submission, and when he came before them, they enriched him and he became in such favour with the Sultan's deputy
that he used to eat and drink with him and there befell familiar converse between them. On this wise they abode a great while, till, one day, the
Sultan's deputy made a banquet, and therein, for a wonder, was a roasted francolin, which when the robber saw, he laughed aloud. The deputy was
angered against him and said to him, "What is the meaning of thy laughter? Seest thou default [in the entertainment] or dost thou mock at us, of thy
lack of breeding?" "Not so, by Allah, O my lord," answered the highwayman. "But I saw yonder francolin and bethought myself thereanent of an
extraordinary thing; and it was on this wise. In the days of my youth, I used to stop the way, and one day I fell in with a man, who had with him a
pair of saddle-bags and money therein. So I said to him, 'Leave these bags, for I mean to kill thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the fourth part of [that which is
in] them and leave [me] the rest.' And I said, 'Needs must I take the whole and slay thee, to boot.' Then said he, 'Take the saddle-bags and let me go
my way.' But I answered, 'Needs must I slay thee.' As we were in this contention, he and I, behold, he saw a francolin and turning to it, said, 'Bear
witness against him, O francolin, that he slayeth me unjustly and letteth me not go to my children, for all he hath gotten my money.' However, I
took no pity on him neither hearkened to that which he said, but slew him and concerned not myself with the francolin's testimony.".So the old
woman returned to the lover and said to him, "I have skilfully contrived the affair for thee with her; [and now it behoveth us to amend that we have
marred]. So go now and sit with the draper and bespeak him of the turban-cloth, [saying, 'The turban-cloth I bought of thee I chanced to burn in
two places; so I gave it to a certain old woman, to get mended, and she took it and went away, and I know not her dwelling-place.'] When thou
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seest me pass by, rise and lay hold of me [and demand of me the turban-cloth], to the intent that I may amend her case with her husband and that
thou mayst be even with her." So he repaired to the draper's shop and sat down by him and said to him, "Thou knowest the turban-cloth I bought of
thee?" "Yes," answered the draper, and the other said, "Knowest thou what is come of it?" "No," replied the husband, and the youth said, "After I
bought it of thee, I fumigated myself (58) and it befell that the turban-cloth was burnt in two places. So I gave it to a woman, whose son, they said,
was a fine-drawer, and she took it and went away with it; and I know not her abiding-place." When the draper heard this, he misdoubted him [of
having wrongly suspected his wife] and marvelled at the story of the turban-cloth, and his mind was set at ease concerning her..At daybreak, my
friend returned and opening the door, came in, bringing with him meat-pottage (177) and fritters and bees' honey, (178) and said to me, 'By Allah,
thou must needs excuse me, for that I was with a company and they locked the door on me and have but now let me go.' But I returned him no
answer. Then he set before me that which was with him and I ate a single mouthful and went out, running, so haply I might overtake that which had
escaped me. (179) When I came to the palace, I saw over against it eight-and-thirty gibbets set up, whereon were eight-and-thirty men crucified,
and under them eight-and-thirty concubines as they were moons. So I enquired of the reason of the crucifixion of the men and concerning the
women in question, and it was said unto me, 'The men [whom thou seest] crucified the Khalif found with yonder damsels, who are his favourites.'
When I heard this, I prostrated myself in thanksgiving to God and said, 'God requite thee with good, O my friend!' For that, had he not invited me
[and kept me perforce in his house] that night, I had been crucified with these men, wherefore praise be to God!.? ? ? ? ? Then sent I speech to thee
in verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet unright;.? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers
dccccxcviii.110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.When he had made an end of his speech, his wife came forward forthright
and told her story, from first to last, how her mother bought him from the cook's partner and the people of the kingdom came under his rule; nor did
she leave telling till she came, in her story, to that city [and acquainted the queen with the manner of her falling in with her lost husband]. When
she had made an end of her story, the cook exclaimed, 'Alack, what impudent liars there be! By Allah, O king, this woman lieth against me, for this
youth is my rearling (75) and he was born of one of my slave-girls. He fled from me and I found him again..Now he had no treasure; but the thief
believed him not and insisted upon him with threats and blows. When he saw that he got no profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of
divorce from thy wife (247) [that thou hast nothing].' So he swore and his wife said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure
buried in yonder chamber?' Then she turned to the thief and conjured him to multiply blows upon her husband, till he should deliver to him the
treasure, concerning which he had sworn falsely. So he drubbed him grievously, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him
that the treasure was and that he should take it up..? ? ? ? ? Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me With hopes of thine enjoyment in all
security..? ? ? ? ? Peace upon thee! Ah, how bitter were the severance from thee! Be not this thy troth-plight's ending nor the last of our
delight!.When she had made an end of her song, she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away, whereupon the Khalif bade carry
her to her chamber. Now he was ravished with her and loved her with an exceeding love; so, after awhile, he again commanded to bring her to his
presence, and when she came, he bade her sing. Accordingly, she took the lute and spoke forth that which was in her heart and sang the following
verses:.I clipped her in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent, iii. 125..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Sewab (228) cccxxxiv.Three
Men and our Lord Jesus, The, i. 282.
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