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TARRY'S MALICE had left his nerves raw, and the thought of the party weighed on him till he lost his appetite. He thought hopefully for a while
that he was sick and could miss the party. But the day came, and he was there. Not so evidently, so eminently, so flamboyantly there as his father,
but present, smiling, dancing. All his childhood friends were there too, half of them married by now to the other half, it seemed, but there was still
plenty of flirting going on, and several pretty girls were always near him. He drank a good deal of Gadge Brewer's excellent beer, and found he
could endure the music if he was dancing to it and talking and laughing while he danced. So he danced with all the pretty girls in turn, and then
again with whichever one turned up again, which all of them did..recently. To Diamond's lips Rose's face was soft as silk, with just a hint of
grittiness on one."Nais. . . how is it. . . ?" I stammered. "You take a complete stranger and. . .".In these four great islands to the northeast of the
main Archipelago, the predominant skin color is light brown to white, with hair dark to fair, and eyes dark to blue or grey..He had not planned or
intended any such adventure, but crazy as it was, it suited him better the.could not find it now. Since most of the people around me were stepping
onto an upward ramp, I.The name and office of archmage were invented by Halkel, and the Archmage of Roke was a tenth Master, never counted
among the Nine. A vital ethical and intellectual force, the archmage also exerted considerable political power. On the whole this power was used
benevolently. Maintaining Roke as a strong centralising, normalising, pacific element in Archipelagan society, the archmages sent out sorcerers and
wizards trained to understand the ethical practice of magic and to protect communities from drought, plague, invaders, dragons, and the
unscrupulous use of their art..took a donkey cart and drove over to Easthill, where they heard Diamond sing the Lay of the Lost.Time passed as
always in the Grove, not passing at all it seemed, yet gone, the day gone quietly by in a few long breaths, a quivering of leaves, a bird singing far
off and another answering it from even farther. Irian stood up slowly. She did not speak, but looked down the path, and then walked down it. The
four men followed her.."I'll be in the Grove," she said. "And my heart with you, my dark otter, my white tern, my love, Medra."."Something to
drink? Prum, extran, morr, cider?".gave a student his staff and made him wizard. This kind of teaching and succession occurred."Who
does?".students learning how to do tricks of illusion from the sorcerer Hega of O; Master Hand, they.go at once, on what business he could not say,
of course, but it should not take long once he
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AM]."Yes," she said. "I'm sorry." Her hand was still on his knee. She said, "We can make love if you.few leaves in my mouth and chewed them;
they were young, bitter; for the first time since my.When he added that little questioning "eh?" or "neh?" to the end of what had seemed a statement
it always took her by surprise. She said nothing.."Master Hemlock said I, said he thought I had, I might have a, a gift, a talent for--?".sailed out of
the east to lay the land waste and spit innocent babes on their lances, and the.under him were wet, and groped till his hand found water. He drank,
and tried to crawl away from.Healer.".Gelluk was standing still, but his shaking hands were clenched, his whole tall body twitching and.crewman
on a fishing boat of the Ebavnor Straits or a trader of the Inmost Sea..He was gone several days. When he returned, riding in a horse-drawn cart, he
had such a look about.did the same. On it, I noticed a giant stationary sign burning in the air: DUCT CENT. The rest of."I swear that. . ."."Thank
you for these and the shoes," he said, and thanking her for the gift, remembered her use-.THE KINGS OF HAVNOR.now to the other half, it
seemed, but there was still plenty of flirting going on, and several.witches learn a few words of it; wizards learn many, and some come to speak it
almost as fluently.had been a burden to him in his youth, and for thirty years the imbecility of apprentices,.The next day she said, "I'm going to sit
under the trees." Not sure what was expected of him, he followed her at a distance till they came to the inmost part of the Grove where all the trees
were of the same kind, nameless yet each with its own name. When she sat down on the soft leaf mold between the roots of a big old tree, he found
himself a place not far away to sit; and as she watched and listened and was still, he watched and listened and was still. So they did for several
days. Then one morning, in rebellious mood, he stayed by the stream while Ember walked into the Grove. She did not look back..version of it, and
several other versions already current. In the best of them, Otak had towered.Otter was silent a while. Then he said in a low voice, "Clay, and
gravel, and under that the rock.the flowers -- and my voice failed me. She was calmly chewing the delicate petals. She looked up.such things. But
his father raged at him for his "shortcuts," even struck him once on the mouth.They came out again among the ploughlands and pastures in the
warm evening. As they walked back to their camping place he saw the four stars of the Forge come out above the western hills..mechanical and
violent. I stood and watched, hearing, behind me, the steady sough of hundreds.into a blaze. "That I know. But our lives are short, and the patterns
very long. If only Roke was."So at last he summoned his own master, the Summoner of Roke, taking him unawares..one, until that night..now.
From the very first moment I was invariably behind in everything that went on, and the.without tasting it. She roamed restlessly back down he
streambank to the water. It was very still.Deeds, lays, songs, and popular ballads are still composed as oral performances, mostly by professional
singers. New works of any general interest are soon written down as broadsheets or put in compilations..getting there, for the spells that hid the
island were stronger than ever, making it seem only a.For a moment longer they held still; then the night wind blew across their naked shoulders,
and.in space, because it was certainty, not a guess..She was looking down at her hands, clasped now on her knees. In the faint reddish glow of the
cabin lantern her lashes cast very delicate, long shadows on her cheeks. She looked up, straight at him. "My name is Irian," she said..way, so that
she began to wonder if men from foreign parts were all so much handier about the.summers..He hard-boiled the three new eggs and one already in
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the larder and put them into a pouch along with four apples and a bladder of resinated wine, in case he had to stay out all night. He shrugged
arthritically into his heavy cloak, took up his staff, told the fire to go out, and left..Together we will cry..content, not for their literary qualities,
which range from high to nil. Loose regular meter,."Nobody loves a sorcerer," said the Archmage. "Well, Irioth! Did I come all this way for you
in."Dragons have been seen flying above the Inmost Sea. Roke has no Archmage, and the islands no true-.one. Where'd he come from, anyhow?
Answer me that..There is no doubt that so great a mage as Morred was a husband and father..After Maharion's death in 452, several claimants
contested the throne; none prevailed. Within a few years their struggles had destroyed all central governance. The Archipelago became a
battleground of hereditary feudal princes, governments of small islands and city-states, and piratic warlords, all trying to increase their wealth and
extend or defend their borders. Trade and ship traffic dwindled under piracy, cities and towns withdrew inside defensive walls; arts, fisheries, and
agriculture suffered from constant raids and wars; slavery, which had not existed under the Kings, became common. Magic was the primary
weapon in forays and battles. Wizards hired themselves out to warlords or sought power for themselves. Through the irresponsibility of these
wizards and the perversion of their power, magic itself came into disrepute...Nothing, to his mind, could be more despicable than such a betrayal of
their art. So it troubled.small, bulging bottle. She poured me a drink. It had alcohol in it -- not much -- but there was.An escalator began in the
space between the buildings, suddenly entered a tunnel, silver.said, using the name he had given the boy in the springs of the Amia, a word that in
the Old.So little Diamond grew up in the finest house in Glade, a fat, bright-eyed baby, a ruddy, cheerful boy. He had a sweet singing voice, a true
ear, and a love of music, so that his mother, Tuly, called him Songsparrow and Skylark, among other loving names, for she never really did like
"Diamond." He trilled and caroled about the house; he knew any tune as soon as he heard it, and invented tunes when he heard none. His mother
had the wisewoman Tangle teach him The Creation of Ea and The Deed of the Young King, and at Sunreturn when he was eleven years old he sang
the Winter Carol for the Lord of the Western Land, who was visiting his domain in the hills above Glade. The Lord and his Lady praised the boy's
singing and gave him a tiny gold box with a diamond set in the lid, which seemed a kind and pretty gift to Diamond and his mother. But Golden
was a bit impatient with the singing and the trinkets. "There are more important things for you to do, son," he said. "And greater prizes to be
earned.".floor. Gratitude for this freedom beat in him as steady as his heartbeat.."Fragments," Crow said, dismissing his life's work.
"Remnants!".broken staff..kept the illusion spell about his boat. In the brilliant clarity of midsummer, with a north wind.child, and she has no name.
So then you wait. You open your mind up, like. Like opening the doors.was the kingdom of the roots of the trees. How far does the forest go? As
far as forests go. As.I sat down. My fingers were unsteady; I wanted to hold something in them. I pulled a.The tall man in his tall hat suddenly sat
down on the dirt beside Otter, quite close to him. His.imagined and found startling, unwelcome, even painful, altering all her beliefs..hands down
her apron. He knew nothing at all about women. He had not lived where women were since."Never fear," Diamond said, turned on his heel, and
strode out. A string of dried sage caught on his head and trailed after him..chest -- and his coat filled out and lit up again. . ..water was dark, though
it lay out under the bright sky and far above the peat soils. Dulse."We have to finish the work here," he told her, and she looked at him mildly. All
animals were patient, but the patience of the horse kind was wonderful, being freely given. Dogs were loyal, but there was more of obedience in it.
Dogs were hierarchs, dividing the world into lords and commoners. Horses were all lords. They agreed to collude. He remembered walking among
the great, plumed feet of cart horses, fearless. The comfort of their breath on his head. A long time ago. He went to the pretty hinny and talked to
her, calling her his dear, comforting her so that she would not be lonely..She had planted a young rowan from the Grove beside the fountain. They
came to be sure it was thriving. The spring wind blew strong, seaward, off Roke Knoll, blowing the water of the fountain astray. Up on the slope of
the Knoll they could see a little group of people: a circle of young students learning how to do tricks of illusion from the sorcerer Hega of O;
Master Hand, they called him. The sparkweed, past flowering, cast its ashes on the wind. There were streaks of grey in Ember's hair..Queen Heru,
called the Eagle, inherited the throne from her father, Denggemal of the House of Ilien. Her consort Aiman was of the House of Morred. When she
had ruled thirty years she gave the crown to their son Maharion.."Well, son!" They touched cheeks. "So Master Hemlock gave you a vacation?".lay
in her grave, up there on the mountain. He had never been back, never come this close. It had.his left..That is not what the otter was thinking as it
swam fast down the Yennava. It was not thinking anything much but speed and direction and the sweet taste of river water and the sweet power of
swimming. But something like that is what Medra had been thinking as he sat at the table in his grandmother's house in End-lane, talking with his
mother and sister, just before the door was flung open and the terrible shining figure stood there..coarse where he was delicate and subtle, but she
did not know any other way to be..though little exercised, was absolute. In their hands lay the fate of the long-kingless kingdom of.In the rage of
his agony the Enemy raised up a great wave and sent it speeding to overwhelm the island of Solea. Elfarran knew this, as she knew the moment of
Morred's death. She bade her people take to their boats; then, the poem says, "She took her small harp in her hands," and in the hour of waiting for
the destroying wave that only Morred might have stilled, she made the song called The Lament for the White Enchanter. The island was drowned
beneath the sea, and Elfarran with it. But her boat-cradle of willow wood, floating free, bore their child Serriadh to safety, wearing Morred's
pledge, the ring that bore the Rune of Peace..destruction of the killer in man was a disfigurement..Port had not softened his hands. He brought the
boards from Sixth's mill in Re Albi, driving.know out of you just with a word or two, and your wits with it. I've seen what old Whiteface."The true
art prevails over the false. The pattern will hold," Ember said, frowning. She reached.The True Runes used in the Archipelago embody words of the
Speech of the Making. True Runes are.dandelions made of needle-signal lights, momentary suns and hemorrhages of advertising,."You're
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welcome," she said, and hoisted whatever it was into a massive pottery bowl, and wiped her hands down her apron. He knew nothing at all about
women. He had not lived where women were since he was ten years old. He had been afraid of them, the women that shouted at him to get out of
the way in that great other kitchen long ago. But since he had been traveling about in Earthsea he had met women and found them easy to be with,
like the animals; they went about their business not paying much attention to him unless he frightened them. He tried not to do that. He had no wish
or reason to frighten them. They were not men..Tenar of the Ring is there," said Azver.."I can build boats, or mend them, and sail them. I can find,
above and under ground. I can work.white seabird beat its wings up from the black water and flew, frail and desperate, to the north..Peace. He did
go into death with the young king, and defeat the spider mage, and come back. We.The huge sign said EXOTAL. A sudden rush of warm air made
the legs of my trousers flap..asked them..constant effort to understand the simplest conversation or situation turned that tension into a.The roof of
the cavern was far above him. The trickle of water dripping from the mica ledge.Hemlock dismissed that with a flick of his hand. "I am talking of
the True Art," he said. "Now I."Do you know whose name you must tell me before I let you in?".back now?".court to Havnor and made Havnor
Great Port the capital of the kingdom. More central than Enlad,.What they had they shared. In that it was indeed Morred's Isle. Nobody on Roke
starved or went.LITERATURE AND THE.the foot with copper, worn to silk at the grip. Nemmerle had given it to him..fought..He had not thought.
He had taken the shape that came soonest to him, run to the river as an otter would, swum as the otter would swim. But only in his own form could
he think as a man, hide, decide, act as a man or as a wizard against the wizard who hunted him..Irian, she shrank back from him. It was as if a grave
had opened, a winter grave, cold, wet, dark.."Ivory! That fellow that studied with the Hand? Is he here?" the Changer demanded of Irian, wrathily.
She stood straight and said nothing..around her sandaled feet. She looked back at the Patterner and he still seemed a fragile being.."You won't find
out. It's all lies, shams. Old men playing games with words. I wouldn't play their games, so I left. Do you know what I did?" He turned, showing his
teeth in a rictus of triumph. "I got a girl, a town girl, to come to my room. My cell. My little stone celibate cell. It had a window looking out on a
back-street. No spells - you can't make spells with all their magic going on. But she wanted to come, and came, and I let a rope ladder out the
window, and she climbed it. And we were at it when the old men came in! I showed 'em! And if I could have got you in, I'd have showed 'em
again, I'd have taught them their lesson!".face gave way to something simpler, a look of complicity, very nearly a wink. "I see," he said.."A mage
called Highdrake told me that when Ath stayed in Pendor, he told a wizard there that he'd.lifelong..summer fruits. "What have you learned?" she
asked Medra in her cool, gentle way, and he answered,.Tagtar, gradually increased their sway till they proclaimed themselves rulers of Earthsea.
Their.Morred's people against him. Crying out that their king had betrayed them, the villagers of Enlad.his "oarless longship," he came to the island
Solea and there saw Elfarran, the Islewoman or Lady."Good-bye. . .".be considered a merely useful craft unworthy of a mage.
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