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When the king heard this story, he smiled and it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..Draper's Wife, The Old Woman and

the, ii. 55..?STORY OF THE FOUL-FAVOURED MAN AND HIS FAIR WIFE..When it was the sixth day, the viziers' wrath redoubled, for that

they had not compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for themselves from the king; so three of them went in to him and prostrating

themselves before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous for thee. Verily, thou persistest

long in sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life and the talk redoubleth

suspicions on thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he said, "By Allah, indeed,

ye say sooth and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine affair and find no helper

for thee and see them all athirst for thy blood?".Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and

said to them, "O my sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will

wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it

may not be denied that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance."

Then he turned to me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and]

understanding." And he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God

the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and

He hath stablished me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The

bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..163. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccccxl.Then said the prince to him,

'Make ready to go with me to my country.' So he made ready and went with the prince till he drew near the frontiers of his father's kingdom, where

the people received him with the utmost honour and sent to acquaint his father with his son's coming. The king came out to meet him and they

entreated the goldsmith with honour. The prince abode awhile with his father, then set out, [he and the goldsmith] to return to the country of the fair

one, the daughter of the King of Hind; but there met him robbers by the way and he fought the sorest of battles and was slain. The goldsmith buried

him and marked his grave (229) and returned, sorrowing and distraught to his own country, without telling any of the prince's death..A certain king

sat one day on the roof of his palace, diverting himself with looking about him, and presently, chancing to look aside, he espied, on [the roof of] a

house over against his palace, a woman, never saw his eyes her like. So he turned to those who were present and said to them, "To whom belongeth

yonder house?" "To thy servant Firouz," answered they, "and that is his wife." So he went down, (and indeed love had made him drunken and he

was passionately enamoured of her), and calling Firouz, said to him, "Take this letter and go with it to such a city and bring me the answer." Firouz

took the letter and going to his house, laid it under his head and passed that night. When the morning morrowed, he took leave of his wife and set

out for the city in question, unknowing what the king purposed against him..37. Abou Mohammed the Lazy ccc.? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my

endeavour is vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! How

joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man dccccvi.3. The Porter and the Three

Ladies of Baghdad xxviii.When the king heard his vizier's words, he marvelled with the utmost wonderment and bade him retire to his lodging. [So

Er Rehwan withdrew to his house and abode there till eventide of the next day, when he again presented himself before the king.].84. Dibil el

Khuzai with the Lady and Muslim ben el Welid dclxx.As for Zubeideh, she went in to the Khalif and talked with him awhile; then she fell to

kissing him between the eyes and on his hand and asked him that which she had promised Sitt el Milah, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, I

doubt me her lord is not found in this world; but, if she go about in quest of him and find him not, her hopes will be cut off and her mind will be set

at rest and she will sport and laugh; for that, what while she abideth in hope, she will never cease from her frowardness." And she gave not over

cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah leave to go forth and make search for her lord a month's space and ordered her an eunuch to attend her and

bade the paymaster [of the household] give her all she needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or more. So the Lady Zubeideh arose and returning

to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah and acquainted her with that which had passed [between herself and the Khalif]; whereupon she kissed her hand

and thanked her and called down blessings on her..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent ones,.The company marvelled at this story

and at the doings of women. Then came forward a fourth officer and said, 'Verily, that which hath betided me of strange adventures is yet more

extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise..? ? ? ? ? The sable torrent of her locks falls down unto her hips; Beware the serpents of her curls, I

counsel thee, beware!.Now Ishac had returned to his house upon an occasion that presented itself to him; and when he entered the vestibule, he

heard a sound of singing, the like whereof he had never heard in the world, for that it was [soft] as the breeze and richer (178) than almond oil.

(179) So the delight of it gat hold of him and joyance overcame him, and he fell down aswoon in the vestibule, Tuhfeh heard the noise of steps and

laying the lute from her hand, went out to see what was to do. She found her lord Ishac lying aswoon in the vestibule; so she took him up and

strained him to her bosom, saying, 'I conjure thee in God's name, O my lord, tell me, hath aught befallen thee?' When he heard her voice, he

recovered from his swoon and said to her, 'Who art thou? ' Quoth she, 'I am thy slave-girl Tuhfeh.' And he said to her, 'Art thou indeed Tuhfeh?'

'Yes,' answered she; and he, 'By Allah, I had forgotten thee and remembered thee not till now!' Then he looked at her and said, 'Indeed, thy case is
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altered and thy pallor is grown changed to rosiness and thou hast redoubled in beauty and lovesomeness. But was it thou who was singing but

now?' And she was troubled and affrighted and answered, 'Even I, O my lord.'.? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God

hath it in His power to change a case from foul to fair..Presently, the sharper came to the ruin, rejoicing in that which he deemed he should get, and

dug in the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his face, for chagrin, and fell to following the other

whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the idiot knew what was in his mind and was certified

that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the sharper had considered [the consequences of] haste and

that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier, "is this story, O king of the age, rarer or more

extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that which befell between them.".When he was

gone, the old man bade the trooper wash the kitchen-vessels and made ready passing goodly food. When the king returned, he set the meat before

him, and he tasted food whose like he had never known; whereat he marvelled and asked who had dressed it. So they acquainted him with the old

man's case and he summoned him to his presence and awarded him a handsome recompense. (207) Moreover, he commanded that they should

cook together, he and the cook, and the old man obeyed his commandment..Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there, i. 210..? ? ? ? ? Now

God forbid thou shouldst attain thy wishes! What care I If thou have looked on me a look that caused thee languishment?.It is related that Ibn es

Semmak (162) went in one day to Er Reshid and the Khalif, being athirst, called for drink. So his cup was brought him, and when he took it, Ibn es

Semmak said to him, "Softly, O Commander of the Faithful! If thou wert denied this draught, with what wouldst thou buy it?" "With the half of my

kingdom," answered the Khalif; and Ibn es Semmak said, "Drink and God prosper it to thee!" Then, when he had drunken, he said to him, "If thou

wert denied the going forth of the draught from thy body, with what wouldst thou buy its issue?" "With the whole of my kingdom," answered Er

Reshid: and Ibn es Semmak said, "O Commander of the Faithful, verily, a kingdom that weigheth not in the balance against a draught [of water] or

a voiding of urine is not worth the striving for." And Haroun wept..When she heard their words, in the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to

God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing upon His prophets and apostles!' Then quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye

who are present, to these men's speech, and know that I am that woman whom they confess that they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's

brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou

castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and [now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of

His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for him and he was made whole of his

sickness..God judge betwixt me and her lord! Away, i. 48..?Story of King Ibrahim and His Son..? ? ? ? ? The wine was sweet to us to drink in

pleasance and repose, And in a garden of the garths of Paradise we lay,.When it was the time of the evening meal, the king repaired to the

sitting-chamber and summoning the vizier, sought of him the story he had promised him; and the vizier said, "They avouch, O king, that.Presently,

up came the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out

[apparently] dead; which when the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died;

methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous to her and that she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and

prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks,

and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine other than

she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead of her.' But it would appear that her death was no light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is

I who have beaten thee and gotten thy stake.".Then he again began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into converse with him and questioned

him of the band and how he came to escape, he alone of them all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which God the Most High delivered thee

from them, for that they would not obey my speech; wherefore I swore that I would no longer consort with them.' And I said, 'By Allah, I marvel at

thee, for that thou wast the cause of my preservation!' Quoth he, 'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and we beseech God the Most High for

safety, for that these [wretches] practise upon men with every kind of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the most extraordinary adventure of all

that befell thee in this villainy thou wast wont to practise.' And he answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not present when they did on this wise,

for that my part with them was to concern myself with selling and buying and [providing them with] food; but I have heard that the most

extraordinary thing that befell them was on this wise..? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth his grace, Which be the delightsome

of things, but those which the people deny?.Fifth Officer's Story, The, ii. 144..? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dcccclxxxiv.Then

the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him and entreated him with honour. Moreover, he seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a

dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to him, 'This is the king who pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off with an arrow; and

indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned me.' Then said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath been a provision for

thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated him with the utmost kindness and sent him back to his own country in all honour and worship

Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that there is no goodlier thing than clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou shalt find before thee,

a treasure laid up for thee.".Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come forward and sing. Now

she was from the land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened the strings

thereof and smote thereon in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to
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make her keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's ways still would she turn aside..[When] Hudheifeh [saw him], he cried out to him, saying,

"Haste thee not, O youth! Who art thou of the folk?" And he answered, "I am Saad [ibn] el Wakidi, commander of the host of King Ins, and but that

thou vauntedst thyself in challenging me, I had not come forth to thee; for that thou art not of my peers neither art counted equal to me in prowess

and canst not avail against my onslaught. Wherefore prepare thee for departure, (73) seeing that there abideth but a little of thy life." When

Hudheifeh heard this his speech, he threw himself backward, (74) as if in mockery of him, whereat El Abbas was wroth and called out to him,

saying, "O Hudheifeh, guard thyself against me." Then he rushed upon him, as he were a swooper of the Jinn, (75) and Hudheifeh met him and

they wheeled about a long while.."O king," answered the youth, "there is no great forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for according as the

offence is great, in so much is forgiveness magnified and it is no dishonour to the like of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that

there is no fault in me, and indeed He commandeth unto clemency, and no clemency is greater than that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy

forgiveness of him whom thou purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead man; and whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it

was with King Bihkerd." "And what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after

sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..N.B.-The Roman

numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.When the morning morrowed and the folk came forth of the city, they found a murdered man cast

down in a corner of the burial-ground and seeing Bihkerd there, doubted not but it was he who had slain him; so they laid hands on him and carried

him up to the king and said to him, 'This fellow hath slain a man.' The king bade imprison him; [so they clapped him in prison] and he fell a-saying

in himself, what while he was in the prison, 'All that hath befallen me is of the abundance of my sins and my tyranny, for, indeed, I have slain much

people unrighteously and this is the requital of my deeds and that which I have wrought aforetime of oppression.' As he was thus pondering in

himself, there came a bird and lighted down on the coign of the prison, whereupon, of his much eagerness in the chase, he took a stone and cast it at

the bird..Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the

lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she

cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach

unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an

answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter?

Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on

such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and

wrote the following verses:.Now the king's vizier had two daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and made herself mistress of

[all] sciences and studied the writings of the sages and the histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of abundant wit and

knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension. She heard that which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of their children;

whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them and jealousy and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the king to renounce

that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for

the liberation of the people's children; and it is that I will go up to the king [and offer myself to him], and when I come to his presence, I will seek

thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done his occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and let the king hear a

story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the

other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and abounding recompense in

the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.The prefect released the man and gave him

back all that the thieves had taken from him; and he laid hands on the woman and the rest and took forth of the house treasures galore. Amongst the

rest, they found the money-bag of the Turcoman sheep-merchant. The thieves they nailed up incontinent against the wall of the house, whilst, as for

the woman, they wrapped her in one of her veils and nailing her [to a board, set her] upon a camel and went round about the town with her. Thus

God razed their dwelling-places and did away from me that which I feared. All this befell, whilst I looked on, and I saw not my friend who had

saved me from them the first time, whereat I marvelled to the utterest of marvel. However, some days afterward, he came up to me, and indeed he

had renounced (130) [the world] and donned a fakir's habit; and he saluted me and went away..So she donned a devotee's habit and betaking herself

to the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath

bought him a slave-girl from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired to the young man's house and knocked at

the door. The damsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with

us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did her occasion and made the

ablution and prayed. Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O

pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There standeth up no woman [to prayer]

before him, who hath an absent friend and discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and giveth her tidings of her absent

one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and question him of

him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with thee in weal.'.This was
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grievous to the princess and it irked her sore that he should not remember her; so she called her slave- girl Shefikeh and said to her, "Go to El

Abbas and salute him and say to him, 'What hindereth thee from sending my lady Mariyeh her part of thy booty?'" So Shefikeh betook herself to

him and when she came to his door, the chamberlains refused her admission, until they should have gotten her leave and permission. When she

entered, El Abbas knew her and knew that she had somewhat of speech [with him]; so he dismissed his mamelukes and said to her, "What is thine

errand, O handmaid of good?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am a slave-girl of the Princess Mariyeh, who kisseth thy hands and commendeth her

salutation to thee. Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy safety and reproacheth thee for that thou breakest her heart, alone of all the folk, for that thy largesse

embraceth great and small, yet hast thou not remembered her with aught of thy booty. Indeed, it is as if thou hadst hardened thy heart against her."

Quoth he, "Extolled be the perfection of him who turneth hearts! By Allah, my vitals were consumed with the love of her [aforetime] and of my

longing after her, I came forth to her from my native land and left my people and my home and my wealth, and it was with her that began the

hardheartedness and the cruelty. Nevertheless, for all this, I bear her no malice and needs must I send her somewhat whereby she may remember

me; for that I abide in her land but a few days, after which I set out for the land of Yemen.".The Eleventh Night of the Month..When the vizier was

ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him not to lie and that nought would avail him but truth-speaking; so he

bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide it, though his day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who

hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and overmastering desire and the affliction written upon my forehead;

(118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and said to his vizier,

'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou

hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the false had been made

manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".? ? ? ? ? And if into the briny sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly

the salt sea's floods straight fresh and sweet would grow..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.? ? ? ? ? My body is

dissolved with sufferance in vain; Relenting, ay, and grace I hoped should yet betide;.? ? ? ? ? So, by Allah, O richest of all men in charms,

Vouchsafe to a lover, who's bankrupt well-nigh.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.Then he braced up his courage and

gathering his skirts about him, threw himself into the water, and it bore him along with an exceeding might and carrying him under the earth,

stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great river, that welled up from under the earth. When he found himself on

the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day; after which he came to himself and rising, fared on along the valley, till he came

to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the king his father. So he entered the village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who

questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his history and they marvelled at him, how God had delivered him from all this. Then he

took up his abode with them and they loved him exceedingly..The merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of

colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God confound] his hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I

will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The

answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two staves into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them

across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two

staves and stop with them the third hole."' (232).148. The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.? ? ? ? ? My juice among kings is still drunken for wine And a

present am I betwixt friends, young and old..When Zuheir heard his words, he bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till

his friend be present." So he commanded the two slaves to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to him, saying, "O

youth, answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What would the king with me?" asked he, and they answered, "We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave

the king news of me?" "We went to draw water," answered they, "and found a man by the water. So we questioned him of his case, but he would

not acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried him perforce to King Zuheir, who questioned him of his case and he told him that he was going to

Akil. Now Akil is the king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself to his camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off his traces." "And

what," asked El Abbas, "hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they replied, "He engaged for himself that he would bring the king every year a

thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels, besides a thousand head of thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but

it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth to give nought of this; wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the king be

wroth with thee and with us.".When the morning morrowed, the first who presented himself before the Amir was the Cadi Amin el Hukm, leaning

on two of his black slaves; and he was crying out and calling [on God] for aid and saying, "O crafty and perfidious Amir, thou depositedst with me

a woman [yesternight] and broughtest her into my house and my dwelling-place, and she arose [in the night] and took from me the good of the little

orphans, (96) six great bags, [containing each a thousand dinars, (97) and made off;] but as for me, I will say no more to thee except in the Sultan's

presence." (98) When the Master of the Police heard these words, he was troubled and rose and sat down; then he took the Cadi and seating him by

his side, soothed him and exhorted him to patience, till he had made an end of talk, when he turned to the officers and questioned them. They fixed

the affair on me and said, "We know nothing of this affair but from Captain Muineddin." So the Cadi turned to me and said, "Thou wast of accord

with this woman, for she said she came from the Citadel.".? ? ? ? ? Nay, at daybreak I drink of the wind-freshened wine And prostrate me (59)

instead in the dawn-whitened air..Next morning, he again took up the bier and went round with it as before, in quest of alms. Presently, the master
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of police, who was of those who had given alms on account of the supposed dead man on the previous day, met him; so he was angered and fell on

the porters and beat them and took the [supposed] dead body, saying, 'I will bury him and earn the reward [of God].' (35) So his men took him up

and carrying him to the prefecture, fetched grave-diggers, who dug him a grave. Then they bought him a shroud and perfumes (36) and fetched an

old man of the quarter, to wash him. So he recited over him [the appointed prayers and portions of the Koran] and laying him on the bench, washed

him and shrouded him. After he had shrouded him, he voided; (37) so he renewed the washing and went away to make his ablutions, (38) whilst all

the folk departed, likewise, to make the [obligatory] ablution, previously to the funeral..As for Firouz, when he went forth from his house, he

sought the letter, but found it not; so he returned home. Now his return fell in with the king's going forth and he found the latter's sandal in his

house, whereat his wit was dazed and he knew that the king had not sent him away but for a purpose of his own. However, he held his peace and

spoke not a word, but, taking the letter, went on his errand and accomplished it and returned to the king, who gave him a hundred dinars. So Firouz

betook himself to the market and bought what beseemeth women of goodly gifts and returning to his wife, saluted her and gave her all that he had

brought and said to her, "Arise [go] to thy father's house." "Wherefore?" asked she, and he said, "Verily, the king hath been bountiful to me and I

would have thee show forth this, so thy father may rejoice in that which he seeth upon thee." "With all my heart," answered she and arising

forthright, betook herself to the house of her father, who rejoiced in her coming and in that which he saw upon her; and she abode with him a

month's space, and her husband made no mention of her..? ? ? ? ? They left me and content forthright forsook my heart,.? ? ? ? ? Would God thou

knewst what I endure for love of thee and how My vitals for thy cruelty are all forspent and dead!.Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of God

before thine eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the following verses:.One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and

Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of

their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate

and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her

their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So

he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..Relief, Story of the Prisoner and how God gave him, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? The

railers for your loss pretend that I should patient be: 'Away!' I answer them: ' 'tis I, not you, that feel the pain.'.Now this present was a horse worth

ten thousand dinars and all its housings and trappings of gold set with jewels, and a book and five different kinds of suits of apparel and an hundred

pieces of fine white linen cloths of Egypt and silks of Suez and Cufa and Alexandria and a crimson carpet and another of Tebaristan (217) make

and an hundred pieces of cloth of silk and flax mingled and a goblet of glass of the time of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a span wide,

amiddleward which was the figure of a lion and before him an archer kneeling, with his arrow drawn to the head, and the table of Solomon son of

David, (218) on whom be peace; and the contents of the letter were as follows: 'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto whom and to his

forefathers (on whom be peace) God hath vouchsafed the rank of the noble and exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan, greeting. Thy

letter hath reached us and we rejoiced therein and have sent thee the book [called] "The Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of the translation

whereof when thou hast taken cognizance, its excellence will be established in thine eyes; and the superscription of this book we have made unto

thee. Moreover, we send thee divers other kingly presents; (219) so do thou favour us by accepting them, and peace be on thee!'.18. Ardeshir and

Heyat en Nufous ccclxiv.Meanwhile, the governor returned to the youth, who questioned him of his absence, and he told him that he had been in

the city of the king who had taken the damsel. When the youth heard this, he misdoubted of the governor and never again trusted him in aught, but

was still on his guard against him. Then the governor made great store of sweetmeats and put in them deadly poison and presented them to the

youth. When the latter saw the sweetmeats, he said in himself, 'This is an extraordinary thing of the governor! Needs must there be mischief in this

sweetmeat, and I will make proof of it upon himself.' So he made ready victual and set on the sweetmeat amongst it and bade the governor to his

house and set food before him. He ate and amongst the rest, they brought him the poisoned sweetmeat; so he ate thereof and died forthright;

whereby the youth knew that this was a plot against himself and said, 'He who seeketh his fortune of his own [unaided] might (190) attaineth it not.'

Nor (continued the vizier) is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary than the story of the druggist and his wife and the singer.".As for the king

their father, he abode with his wife, their mother, what while God (to whom belong might and majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with

each other. The kingship endured unto them and glory and victory, and the king continued to rule with justice and equity, so that the people loved

him and still invoked on him and on his sons length of days and durance; and they lived the most delightsome of lives till there came to them the

Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to

us of the story of the king and his wife and children. Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more

diverting than that of the young man of Khorassan and his mother and sister."."By Allah, he treadeth no carpet of mine! Who is at the door other

than he?" "Jerir ibn el Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith ... " [And he recited as follows:].Next morning, up came the

Cadi, with his face like the ox-eye, (104) and said, "In the name of God, where is my debtor and where is my money?" Then he wept and cried out

and said to the prefect, "Where is that ill-omened fellow, who aboundeth in thievery and villainy?" Therewith the prefect turned to me and said,

"Why dost thou not answer the Cadi?" And I replied, "O Amir, the two heads (105) are not equal, and I, I have no helper but God; but, if the right

be on my side, it will appear." At this the Cadi cried out and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! How wilt thou make out that the right is on
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thy side?" "O our lord the Cadi," answered I, "I deposited with thee a trust, to wit, a woman whom we found at thy door, and on her raiment and

trinkets of price. Now she is gone, even as yesterday is gone; and after this thou turnest upon us and makest claim upon me for six thousand dinars.

By Allah, this is none other than gross unright, and assuredly some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her!"."There was once, of old

time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the

merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and

grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is

handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to

me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the

man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..? ? ? ? ? How bright and how

goodly my lustre appears! Yea, my wreaths are like girdles of silver so white..Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, ii. 219..95. Abou Suweid and the

Handsome Old Woman dclxxxvii.When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.'

So he let bring a litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great

army to King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before him, unknowing what he purposed with them.

Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and let down the curtain before herself. When

the servants had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it

befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier heard these words, his heart quaked and his

joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath made thee stand in this place of

standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted thee to lie against me and cause

me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man, (117) a true believer, and slay him. This

is no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.So we went with him till he came to the place where my slave had buried the

money and dug there and brought it out; whereat I marvelled with the utmost wonder and we carried it to the prefect's house. When the latter saw

the money, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me a dress of honour. Then he restored the money straightway to the Sultan and we

left the youth in prison; whilst I said to my slave who had taken the money, "Did yonder young man see thee, what time thou buriedst the money?"

"No, by the Great God!" answered he. So I went in to the young man, the prisoner, and plied him with wine till he recovered, when I said to him,

"Tell me how thou stolest the money." "By Allah," answered he, "I stole it not, nor did I ever set eyes on it till I brought it forth of the earth!"

Quoth I, "How so?" And he said, "Know that the cause of my falling into your hands was my mother's imprecation against me; for that I evil

entreated her yesternight and beat her and she said to me, 'By Allah, O my son, God shall assuredly deliver thee into the hand of the oppressor!'

Now she is a pious woman. So I went out forthright and thou sawest me in the way and didst that which thou didst; and when beating was

prolonged on me, my senses failed me and I heard one saying to me, 'Fetch it.' So I said to you what I said and he (145) guided me till I came to the

place and there befell what befell of the bringing out of the money.".Cashghar, Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of, ii. 195..Her verses pleased

the kings of the Jinn and they said, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then she rose to her feet, with the lute in her hand, and played and sang, whilst the

Jinn and the Sheikh Aboultawaif danced. Then the latter came up to her and gave her a carbuncle he had taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet,

son of Noah (on whom be peace), and which was worth the kingdom of the world; its light was as the light of the sun and he said to her, 'Take this

and glorify thyself withal over (233) the people of the world.' She kissed his hand and rejoiced in the jewel and said, 'By Allah, this beseemeth

none but the Commander of the Faithful.'.124. The Saint to whom God gave a Cloud to serve him and the Devout King cccclxxiii.She laughed and

cried out to the women of the house, saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho, Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!" Whereupon all those who were in the place

of women and neighbours flocked to me and fell a-laughing at me and saying, "O blockhead, what ailed thee to meddle with gallantry?" Then one

of them came and looked in my face and laughed, and another said, "By Allah, thou mightest have known that she lied, from the time she said she

loved thee and was enamoured of thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a third said, "This is an old man without understanding." And they vied

with each other in making mock of me, what while I suffered sore chagrin..35. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun

dxl.There was once in the city of Hemadan (191) a young man of comely aspect and excellently skilled in singing to the lute, and he was well seen

of the people of the city. He went forth one day of his city, with intent to travel, and gave not over journeying till his travel brought him to a goodly

city. Now he had with him a lute and what pertained thereto, (192) so he entered and went round about the city till he fell in with a druggist, who,

when he espied him, called to him. So he went up to him and he bade him sit down. Accordingly, he sat down by him and the druggist questioned

him of his case. The singer told him what was in his mind and the other took him up into his shop and brought him food and fed him. Then said he

to him, 'Arise and take up thy lute and beg about the streets, and whenas thou smellest the odour of wine, break in upon the drinkers and say to

them, "I am a singer." They will laugh and say, "Come, [sing] to us." And when thou singest, the folk will know thee and bespeak one another of

thee; so shall thou become known in the city and thine affairs will prosper.'.Now she was righteous in all her dealings and swerved not from one

word; (3) so, when he saw that she consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when he returned from his journey, and

said to her, 'An thou consent not to this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt perish.' Quoth she, 'Be God
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(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb from limb, I would not

consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding despite, he betook

himself to a company of people in the mosque and told them that he had witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's wife. They believed

his saying and took act of his accusation and assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without the city and seating her therein, stoned her, till

they deemed her dead, when they left her..? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dccccv.Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers

of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin, ii. 117..Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine, ii. 230..Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go

forth to his garden, (206) a-pleasuring, and bade the cook forego him thither and appoint in his stead one who should dress meat for the king, so

that, when he returned, he might find it ready. So the cook fell a-considering of whom he should appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair.

As he was on this wise, the old man came to him and seeing him perplexed how he should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I

may avail to relieve thee.' So he acquainted him with the king's wishes and he said, 'Have no care for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and

go thou in peace and surety, for I will suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed with the king, after he had brought the old man what he needed and

left him a man of the guards..Officer's Story, The Fourth, ii. 142..53. King Kelyaad (231) of Hind and his Vizier Shimas dcix.? ? ? ? ? May the

place of my session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's love, hast thou saddened my mind and mine eye? (108).40. The Khalif El Mamoun and

the Strange Doctor cccvi.Money-Changer and the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..He abode weeping for the loss of his wife and children till the

morning, when he went forth wandering at a venture, knowing not what he should do, and gave not over faring along the sea-shore days and nights,

unknowing whither he went and taking no food therein other than the herbs of the earth and seeing neither man nor beast nor other living thing, till

his travel brought him to the top of a mountain. He took up his sojourn in the mountain and abode there [awhile] alone, eating of its fruits and

drinking of its waters. Then he came down thence and fared on along the high road three days, at the end of which time he came upon tilled fields

and villages and gave not over going till he sighted a great city on the shore of the sea and came to the gate thereof at the last of the day. The

gatekeepers suffered him not to enter; so he abode his night anhungred, and when he arose in the morning, be sat down hard by the gate..Now over

against the place in question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in this he purposed the youth's slaughter. So he bade bring him forth of the

underground dungeon and caused him draw near to him and saw his case. Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and the folk rejoiced in this.

Moreover, he tied him an ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army, despatched him to the region aforesaid, whither all who went were still

slain or made prisoners. So Melik Shah betook himself thither with his army and when it was one of the days, behold, the enemy fell in upon them

in the night; whereupon some of his men fled and the rest the enemy took; and they took Melik Shah also and cast him into an underground

dungeon, with a company of his men. There he abode a whole year in evil plight, whilst his fellows mourned over his beauty and grace..All this

while, Selim lay in shackles and strait prison, and melancholy possessed him by reason of that whereinto he had fallen of that tribulation. Then,

when troubles waxed on him and affliction was prolonged, he fell sick of a sore sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and indeed he was like to

perish for much suffering), he loosed him from the shackles and bringing him forth of the prison, committed him to an old woman, who had a nose

the bigness of a jug, and bade her tend him and medicine him and serve him and entreat him kindly, so haply he might be made whole of that his

sickness. So the old woman took him and carrying him to her lodging, fell to tending him and giving him to eat and drink; and when he was quit of

that torment, he recovered from his malady..Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice, i. 13..? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent

came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their voices they did rear..64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.When the Cadi heard

this, his colour changed and he was troubled and waxed exceeding wroth and was rike to burst for excess of rage. Then said he to the merchant,

"God forbid that this should be! How shall it be permitted that the daughter of the Cadi of the Muslims abide with a man of the dancers and vile of

origin? By Allah, except thou divorce her forthright, I will bid beat thee and cast thee into prison till thou die! Had I foreknown that thou wast of

them, I had not suffered thee to approach me, but had spat in thy face, for that thou art filthier (268) than a dog or a hog." Then he gave him a push

and casting him down from his stead, commanded him to divorce; but he said, "Be clement to me, O Effendi, for that God is clement, and hasten

not. I will not divorce my wife, though thou give me the kingdom of Irak.".? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story ii.? ? ? ? ? O morn, our loves that

sunder'st, a sweet and easeful life Thou dost for me prohibit, with thy regard austere..Selim followed him till he brought him to an underground

chamber and showed him somewhat of wine that was to his mind. So he occupied him with looking upon it and taking him at unawares, sprang

upon him from behind and cast him to the earth and sat upon his breast. Then he drew a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon there betided

Selim [that wherewithal] God made him forget all that He had decreed [unto him], (72) and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this thing, O man?

Be mindful of God the Most High and fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a stranger? And indeed [I have left] behind me a defenceless woman. Why

wilt thou slay me?' Quoth the cook, 'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take thy good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but slay me not, neither enter

into sin against me; and do with me kindness, for that the taking of my money is lighter (73) than the taking of my life.'.The eunuch returned and

told the king, who said, "Indeed, we have been neglectful with regard to El Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my soul

misdoubted me that the youth was of the sons of the kings!" The Lady Afifeh, his wife, saw him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to

him, "O king, what is it thou regrettest with this exceeding regret?" Quoth he, "Thou knowest the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?"

"Assuredly," answered she; and he said, "Yonder youths, who have halted in the palace court, are his mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord
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of Yemen, hath pitched his camp in the Green Meadow; for he is come with his army to seek him, and the number of his troops is [four-and-]

twenty thousand men." [Then he went out from her], and when she heard his words, she wept sore for him and had compassion on his case and sent

after him, counselling him to send for the mamelukes and lodge them [in the palace] and entertain them..So the man returned to his lodging and

going in to his slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, I went out on thine occasion and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted

me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win thy favour and would fain be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy

singing." When she heard speak of the young Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He

knoweth my plight and is ware that these three days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to

accomplish the stranger his due and bring him to my lodging and make excuse to him for me."
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